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THESE Sermons are curious; 
and curious for ſuch reaſons as 
would make other works deſpi- 
cable. They were written in a 
careleſs hurrying manner; and 
were the offspring of neceſſity, 
not of choice: ſo that one will 
ſee the original force of the 
Dean's genius more in theſe 
compoſitions, that were the le- 
gitimate ſons of duty, than in 
other pieces that were the natu- 


ral ſons of love. 
Earl of ORRE Rx. 
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. I. 


On the Trinity. 


Firſt epiſtle general of St. John v. 7. Fr there 
are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt ; and theſe three are 


one. page 5 
VVV II. 


On Mutual Subjection. 
1 St. Peter v. 5. Tea all of you be ſubject one to 


anther. 41 
S. E KK MK ©-N. I. 
On the Teſtimony of Conſcience. 
2 Car, i, 12. part of it. For our rejoicing is 
this, the teſtimony of cur conſcience, 73 
. 
On Brotherly Love. 
Hcb. xiii, 1. Let brot herly love continue. 105 | 
I V 
1 The difficulty of knowing one's ſelf. 
13 Kings viii. 13. part of it. And Heozael ſaid, 


But what, is thy ſervant 8 dog, that hz ſhould do 
this great thing ? | 141 * 
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On Falſe Witneſs. 


Exodus xx. 16, Thou ſhalt not bear falſe witneſ5 
againſt thy neighbour, page 195 
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On the Poor Man's C ont :ntment. 


Philip. iv. part of the 11th verſe, I have learned 
in whatever ſlate I am, therewith to be content. 


| 233 
S TN NM O N II. 
On the Cauſes of the wretched Condition of 


Ireland. 


Pſalm cxliv. part of the 12th and 14th verſes. 
That there be us complaining in our flreetr, Hap- 


Ey is the people that is in ſuch a caſe, 276 : 


L 
Upon ſleeping in Church. 


Acts xx. 9. And there ſat in a window @ certain 
youn2 man named Eutychus, being fallen into a deep © 


| fieep ; and while Paul was long preaching, he ſunk 
down with fleep, and fell down from the third boft, 
an nat alen ig dend. — 817 
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1 Epiſtle general of ST. Jon v. 7. 


For there are three that bear record 
in heaven, the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt; and theſe three are 


One. 


JIS day being ſet apart to 

acknowlege our belief in 
the eternal TVinity, I thought it 
might be proper to employ my 
preſent diſcourſe entirely upon 
that ſubject; and I hope to han- 


dle it in ſuch a manner, that the 


moſt ignorant among you may 
return home better informed of 
A 2 


6. Son . 


his duty in this great point, than 
probably you are at preſent. 


It muſt be confeſſed, that by 
the weakneſs and indiſcretion of 
buſy (or, at beſt, of well-mean- 
ing) people, as well as by the 
malice of thoſe who are enemies 
to all revealed religion, and are 
not content to poſſeſs their own 
infidelity in ſilence, without com- 
municating it to the diſturbance 
of mankind; I ſay, by theſe 

means, it muſt be confeſſed, that 
the doctrine of the Trinity hath 


ſuffered very much, and made 


Chriſtianity ſuffer along with it. 
For theſe two things muſt be 
granted: Firſt, That men of wick- 


ed lives would be very glad there 
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SERMON I. 7 


were no truth in Chriſtianity at 
all; and, Secondly, If they can 
pick out any one ſingle article 
in the Chriſtian religion which 
appears not agreeable to their 
own corrupted reaſon, or to the 
arguments of thoſe bad people 
who follow the trade of ſeducing 


others, they preſently conclude, 


that the truth of the whole goſ- 
pel muſt ſink along with that 
one article. Which is juſt as wiſe, 
as if a man ſhould ſay, becauſe 
he diſlikes one lawof his country, 
he will therefore obſerve no law 
at all; and yet that one law may 
be very reaſonable in itſelf, al- 
though he does not allow it, or 
does not know the reaſon of the. 
lawgivers. 
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Thus it hath happened with 
the great doctrine of the Tri- 
nity: which word 1s indeed not 
in ſcripture, but was a term of 
art invented in the earlier times, 
to expreſs the doctrine by a ſin- 
gle word, for the ſake of brevity 
and convenience. The doctrine 
then as delivered in holy ſcrip- 
ture, though not exactly in the 
ſame words, is very ſhort, and 
amounts only to this: That the 


Father, the Son, and the Holy 


Ghoſt, are each of them God, 
and yet there is but one God. 
For as to the word per/on, when 
we ſay there are three perſons; 
and as to thoſe other explanati- 
ons in the Athanaſian creed, this 
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day read to you, (whether com- 
piled by Athanaſius or no, ) 
they were taken up three hun- 
dred years after Chriſt, to ex- 
pound this doctrine; and I will 
tell you upon what occaſion. A- 
bout this time there ſprang up a 
hereſy of people called Ar:ans, 
from one Arius the leader of 
them. Theſe denied our Saviour 
to be God, although they allow- 
cd all the reſt of the goſpel, 
(wherein they were more ſincere 
than their followers amongſtus.) 
Thus the Chriſtian world was di- 
vided into twoparts, tillat length, 
by the zeal and courage of St. 
Athanaſius, the Arians were con- 
demned in a general council, 
and a creed formed upon the 


10 SERMON I. 

true faith, as St. Athanaſius hath 
ſettled it. This creed is now read 
at certain times in our churches; 
which although it is uſeful for 
ediſication to thoſe who under- 
ſtand it, yet ſince it contains ſome 
nice and philoſophical points, 
which few people can compre- 
hend, the bulk of mankind 1s 
obliged to believe no more than 
the ſcripture-doctrine, as I have 
delivered it; becauſe that creed 
was intended only as an anſwer 
to the Arians in their own way, 
who were very ſubtile diſputers. 


But this hereſy having revived 
in the world about an hundred 
years ago, and continued ever 
ſince ; not out of a zeal to truth, 


SERMON. I II 


but to give a looſe to wickedneſs, 
by throwing off all religion; ſe- 
veral divines, in order to anſwer 
the cavils of thoſe adverſaries to 
truth and morality, began to find 
out farther explanations of this 
doctrine of the Trinity by rules 
of philoſophy ; which have mul- 
tiplied controverſies to ſuch a 
degree, as to beget ſcruples 
that have perplexed the minds 
of many ſober Chriſtians, who 
otherwiſe could never have en- 
tertained them. 


I muſt therefore be ſo bold 
to athrm, that the method taken 
by many of thoſe learned men 
to defend the doctrine of the Tri- 
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nity, hath been founded upon a 
miſtake. 


It muſt be allowed that every 
man is bound to follow the rules 
and directions of that meaſure of 
reaſon which God hath given 
him. And indeed he cannot do 
otherwiſe, if he will be ſincere, 
or act like a man. For inſtance, 
it I ſhould be commanded by an 
angel from heaven to believe it 
is midnight at noon- day; yet I 
could not believe him. So if I 
were directly told in ſcripture 
that three are one, and one is three, 
I could not conceive or believe it, 
in the natural common ſenſe of 
tliat expreſſion; but muſt ſuppoſe 
that ſomething dark or myſtical 


I [1 
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was meant, which it pleaſed God 
to conceal from me, and from 
all the world. Thus, in the text, 
There are three that bear record, etc. 
Am I capable of knowing and 
defining, what union and what 
diſtinction there may be in the 
divine nature, which poſſibly 
may be hid from angels them- 
ſelves? Again, I ſee it plainly de- 


clared in ſcripture, that there is 
but one God; and yet I find our 


Saviour claiming the preroga- 
tive of God, in knowing mens 
thoughts; in ſaying, He and his 
Father are one; and, Before Abra- 
ham was, I am. I read that the 
diſciples worſhipped him ; that 
Thomas ſaid to him, My Lord and 
my God; and St. John, chap. i. In the 
B 2 
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; | beginning was the Word, and the 

| Word was with God, and the Word 

4 was God, I read hikewile, that 

il the Holy Ghoſt beſtowed the 

| gift of tongues, and the power 

it of working miracles; which, if 
| 


rightly conſidered, is as great a 
miracle as any, that a number 
of illiterate men ſhould of a ſud- 
den be qualified to ſpeak all lan- 
guages then known in the world; 
ſuch as could be done by the in- 
ſpiration of God alone. From 
theſe ſeveral texts it is plain, that 
God commands us to beheve 
there 1s an union, and there is a 
_ diſtinction; but what that union, 
or what that diſtinction is, all 
mankind are equally ignorant, 
and mult continue ſo, at leaſt till 
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SERMON I. 15 


the day of judgment, without 
{ome new revelation. 


But becauſe I cannot conceive 
the nature of this union and di- 
{tinction in the divine nature, am 
I therefore to reject them as ab- 
ſurd and impoſſible, as I would 


if any one told me, that three 


men are one, and one man is 
three? We are told, that a man 
and his wife are one fleſh: this 
I can comprehend the meaning 
of; yet, literally taken, it is a 
thing impoſſible. But the apoſ- 
tle tells us, We ſee but in part, and 
we know but in part; and yet we 
would comprehend all the ſecret 
ways and workings of God. 
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Therefore I ſhall again repeat 
the doctrine of the Trinity, as it 
1s politively affirmed in ſcripture: 
that God is there expreſſed in 


three different names, as Father, 


as Son, and as Holy Ghoſt; that 
each of theſe is God, and there 
is but one God. But this union 
and diſtinction are a myſtery ut- 
terly unknown to mankind. 


This 1s enough for any good 
Chriſtian ro believe on this great 
article, without ever enquiring 
any further. And this can be 
contrary to no man's reaſon, al- 
though the knowlege of it is hid 


from him. 


But there is another difficulty, 
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of great importance among thoſe 
who quarrel with the doctrine 
of the Trinity, as well as with 
ſeveral other articles of Chriſti- 
anity; which is, that our reli- 
gion abounds in myſteries; and 
theſe they are ſo bold to revile 
as cant, impoſture, and prieſt- 
craft. It is impoſſible for us to 
determine, for what reaſons God 
thought fit to communicate ſome 
things to us in part, and leave 
ſome part a myſtery ; but ſo it is 
in fact, and ſo the holy ſcriptures 
tell us in ſeveral places. For 
inſtance, the reſurrection *and 
change of our bodies are called 
myſteries by St. Paul; our Savi- 
our's incarnation is another; the 
kingdom of God is called a my- 
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tery by our Saviour, to be only 
known to his diſciples; ſo is 
faith, and the word of God, by 
St. Paul. I omit many others. 
So that to declare againſt all myſ- 
teries without diſtinction or ex- 
ception, is to declare againſt the 
whole tenor of the new teſta- 
ment. * 


There are two conditions that 
may bring a myſtery under ſuſ- 
picion. Firſt, when it is not 
taught and commanded in holy 
writ; or, {econdly, when the 
myſtery turns to the advantage 
of thoſe who preach it to others. 
Now, as to the firſt, it can never 
be {aid, that we preach myſteries 
without warrant from holy ſcrip- 
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ture; although I confeſs this of 
the Trinity may have ſometimes 
been explained by human inven- 

tion, which might perhaps bet 

ter have been ſpared. As to the 
ſecond, it will not be poſſible to 
charge the proteſtant prieſthood 
with propoſing any temporal ad- 
vantage to themſelves by broach- 
ing, or multiplying, or preach- 


ing of myſteries. Does this my- 


ſtery of the Trinity, for inſtance, 
and the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, 
bring the leaſt profit or power to 


the preachers? No; it is as great 


a myſtery to themſelves, as it is 
to the meaneſt of their hearers; 
and may be rather a cauſe of hu- 
miliation, by putting their un- 
derſtanding in that point upon 


20 SERMON I. 


1 a level with the moſt ignorant 
i} of their flock. It is true indeed, 


18 the Roman church hath very 

4 much enriched herſelf by trad- 

13 ing in myſteries, for which they 

have not the leaſt authority from 

ſcripture, and which were fitted 
only to advance their own tem- 
poral wealth and grandeur; ſuch 
as tranſubſtantiation, worſhipping of 
1 images, indulgences for fins, purgato- 
1} ry, and maſſes for the dead; with 
many more. But it is the per- 
petual talent of thoſe who have 
1ll-will to our church, or a con- 
tempt for all religion, taken up 
by the wickedneſs of their own 
lives, to charge us with the er- 
rors and corruptions of Pope- 
ry, which all Proteſtants have 
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SERMON I. 21 


thrown off near two hundred 
years : whereas thoſe myſteries 
held by us have no reſpect of 
power, pomp, or wealth; but 
have been ever maintained by 
the univerſal body of true behev- 
ers from the days of the apoſtles, 
and will be ſo to the reſurrecti- 
on; neither will the gates of 
hell prevail againft them. 


It may be thought perhaps a 
ſtrange thing, that God thould 
require us to believe myſteries, 
while the reafon or manner of 
what we arc to believe is above 
our comprchenſion, and wholly 
concealed from us. Neither doth 
it appear at firſt ſight, that the 
believing or not believing them 

C 2 
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doth concern either the glory of 
God, or contribute to the good- 
neſs or wickedneſs of our lives. 
But this is a great and dangerous 
miſtake. We ſee what a mighty 
weight is laid upon faith both 
in the Old and New Teſtament. 
In the former we read, how the 
faith of Abraham 1s praiſed, who 
could believe that God would 
raiſe from him a great nation, 
at the very ſame time that he 
was commanded to ſacrifice his 
only Son, and deſpaired of any 
other iſſue: and this was to him 
a great myſtery, Our Saviour 
is perpetually preaching faith 
to his diſciples, or reproaching 
them with the want of it; and 
St. Paul produceth numerous ex- 
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amples of the wonders done by 
faith. And all this is highly 
> reaſonable: for faith is an entire 
dependence upon the truth, the 
power, the juſtice and the mercy 
of God; which dependence will 
certainly incline us to obey him 
in all things. So that the great 
excellency of faith conſiſts in the 
conſequence it hath upon our 
actions: as if we depend upon 
the truth and wiſdom of a man, 
we {hall certainly be more diſ- 
po ſed to follow his advice. There- 
fore let no man think, that he 
can lead as good a moral life 
without faith, as with it; for 
this reaſon, becauſe he who has 
no faith, cannot, by the ſtrength 
of his own reaſon or endeavours, 
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ſo eaſily reſiſt temptations, as the 
other who depends upon God's 
aſſiſtance in the overcoming his 
frailties, and 1s ſure to be re- 
warded for ever in heaven, for 
his victory over them. Faith, 
ſays the apoſtle, is the evidence of 
things not ſeen. He means, that 
faith 1s a virtue, by which any 
thing commanded us by God to 
believe, appears evident and cer- 
tain to us, although we do not 
ſee, nor can conceive it; becauſe 
by faith we entirely depend up- 
on the truth and power of God. 


It is an old and true diſtincti- 
on, that things may be above 
our reaſon, without being con- 
trary to it. Of this kind are the 
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power, the nature, and the uni- 
verſal preſence of God, with in- 
numerable other points. How 
little do thoſe who quarrel with 
myſteries, know of the common- 
eſt actions of nature? The growth 
of an animal, of a plant, or of 
the ſmalleſt ſeed, 1s a myſtery to 
the wiſeſt among men. If an 
ignorant perſon were told, that 
a loadſtone would draw iron at 
a diſtance, he might ſay, it was 
a thing contrary to his reaſon, 


and could not believe before he 


ſaw it with his eyes. 


The manner whereby the ſoul 


and body are united, and how 


they are diſtinguiſhed, is wholly 


unaccountable tous, We ſee but 
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one part, and yet we know we 
conſiſt of two; and this is a my- 
ſtery we cannot comprehend, a- 
ny more than that of the Trinity. 


From what hath been ſaid, it 
is manifeſt, that God did never 
command us to believe, nor his 
miniſters to preach any doctrine 
which is contrary to the reaſon 
he hath been pleaſed to endue 
us with; but, for his own wiſe 
ends, has thought fit to conceal 
from us the nature of the thing 
he commands; thereby to try 
our faith and obedience, and 
increaſe . our dependence upon 
him. 


It is highly probable, that if 
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God ſhould pleaſe to reveal un- 
to us this great myſtery of the 
Trinity, or ſome other myſteries 
in our holy religion, we ſhould 
not be able to underſtand them, 
unleſs he would at the ſame time 
think fit to beſtow on us ſome 
powers new or faculties of the 
mind, which we want at preſent, 
and are reſerved till the day of 
the reſurrection to life eternal. 
For now, as the apoſtle ſays, we 


fee through a glaſs darkly, but then 


Thus, we ſee, the matter is 


brought to this iſſue; we muſt 


either believe what God directly 
commands us in holy ſcripture, 


or we muſt wholly reject the 
D 
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«ſcripture, and the Chriſtian reli- 
gion, which we pretend to pro- 
feſs. But this, I hope, is too deſ- 


perate a ſtep for * of us to 
make. 


I have already obſerved, that 
thoſe who preach up the belief 
of the Trinity, or of any other myſ- 
tery, cannot propoſe any tempo- 
ral advantage to themſelves by 
ſo doing. But this is not the 
caſe of thoſe who oppoſe theſe 
doctrines. Do they lead better 
lives than a good. Chriſtian? Are 
they more juſt in their dealings? 
more chaſte, or temperate, or 
charitable? Nothing at all of 
this; but, on the contrary, their 
intent is to overthrow all religi- 
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on, that they may gratify their 
vices, without any reproach from 
the world, or their own conſci- 
ence; and are zealous to bring 
over as many others as they can 
to their own opinions; becauſe 
it is ſome imaginary comfort, 
to have a multitude. on their 


fide. 


There is no miracle mention- 
ed in holy writ, which, if it were 
ſtrictly examined, is not as much 
contrary to common reaſon, and 
as much a myſtery, as this doc- 
trine of the Trinity ; and therefore 
we may with equal juſtice deny 
the truth of them all. For in- 
ſtance, it is againſt the laws of 
nature, thata human body ſhould 

922 


| 
| 
' 
' 
| 
f 
ö 
1 


30 SERMON I. 


be able to walk upon the water, 
as St. Peter 1s recorded to have 


done; or that a dead carcaſe 
ſhould be raiſed from the grave 


after three days, when it began 
to corrupt; which thoſe who 
underſtand anatomy, will pro- 
nounce to be impoſſible by the 
common rules of nature and rea- 
ſon. Yet theſe miracles, and 
many orhers, are poſitively af- 
firmed in the goſpel; and theſe 
we mult believe, or give up our 
holy religion to Atheiſts and In- 
fidels. : 


I ſhall now make a few in- 
ferences and obſervations upon 


what hath been ſaid. 
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SERMON I. 31 


Firft, It would be well if peo- 
ple would notlay ſo much weight 
on their own reaſon in matters 
of religion, as to think every 
thing impoſſible and abſurd, 
which they cannot conceive. 
How often do we contradict the 
right rules of reaſon in the whole 
courſe of our lives? Reafon itſelf 
is true and juſt; but the rea/on of 
every particular man 1s weak and 
wavering, perpetually ſwayed 
and turned by his intereſts, his 
paſlions, and his vices. Let any 
man but conſider, when he hath 
a controverſy with another, 
though his cauſe be ever ſo un- 
juſt, though the whole world 
be againſt him, how blinded he 
is by the love of himſelf, to be- 


32 SERMON I. 


lieve that right is wrong, and 


wrong is right, when it makes 
for his own advantage. Where 
15 then the right uſe of his rea- 
ſon, which he ſo much boaſts of, 
and which he would blaſphe- 
mouſly ſet up to controul the 
commands of the Almighty. 


Secondly, When men are tempt- 
ed to deny the myſteries of reli- 
gion, let them examine and 
ſearch into their own hearts, 
whether they have not ſome fa- 
vourite ſin, which 1s of their par- 
ty in this diſpute, and which 1s 
equally contrary to other com- 
mands of God in the goſpel. 
For why do men love darkneſs 
rather than light? The ſcripture 


SERMON I. 33 


tells us, Becauſe their deeds are e- 
vil; and there can be no other 
reaſon aſſigned. Therefore when 
men are curious and inquiſitive 
to diſcover ſome weak fides in 
Chriſtianity, and inclined to fa- 
vour every thing that is offeredto 
its diſadvantage, it is plain they 
wiſh it were not true: and thoſe 
wiſhes can proceed from nothing 
but an evil conſcience ; becauſe - 
if there be truth in our religion, 
their condition muſt be miſer- 
able. 


And therefore, thirdly, men 
ſhould conſider, that raiſing dif- 


ficulties concerning the myſte- 
ries in religion, cannot make 
them more wile, learned, or vir- 
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tuous ; better neighbours, or 
friends, or more ſerviceable to 
their country ; but, whateverthey 
pretend, will deſtroy their in- 
ward peace of mind, by perpe- 
tual doubts and fears ariſing in 
their breaſts. And God forbid 
we ſhould ever ſee the times ſo 
bad, when dangerous opinions 
in religion will be a means to 
get favour and preferment; al- 
though, even in ſuch a caſe, it 
would be an ill traffic, to gain the 
world, and loſe our own ſouls. 
So that, upon the whole, it will 


be impoſlible to find any real uſe 


towards a virtuous or happy life, 
by denying the myſteries of the 
goſpel. 
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SERMON I. 35 
Fourthly, Thoſe ſtrong unbe- 


lievers who expect that all myſ- 


teries ſhould be ſquared and fit- 
ted to their own reaſon, might 
have ſomewhat to ſay for them- 
ſelves, if they could ſatisfy the 


general reaſon of mankind in 
their opinions. But herein they 


are miſerably defective, abſurd, 


and ridiculous. They ſtrain at 


a gnat, and ſwallow a camel : 
they can believe, that the world 
was made by chance; that God 
doth not concern himſelf with 
things below, will neither pu- 
niſh vice nor reward virtue; that 


religion was invented by cun- 


ning men to keep the world in 

awe; with many other opinions 

equally falſe and deteſtable, a- 
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36 SERMON I. 


gainſt the common light of na- 
ture as well as reaſon; againſt the 
univerſal ſentiments of all civi- 


lized nations, and offenſive to the 
ears even of a ſober heathen. 


Laſily, Since the world abounds 
with peſtilent books, particular- 
ly writen againſt this doctrine 
of the Trinity, it is fit to inform 


you, that the authors of them i 
proceed wholly upon a miſtake. | 


They would ſhew how impoſſi- 


ble it is, that three can be one, 
and one can be three: whereas the 


ſcripture ſaith no ſuch thing, at 


leaſt in that manner they would 
make it; but only that there is 


ſome kind of unity and diftinc- 
tion in the divine nature, which 
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SERMON I. 37 


mankind cannot eafily compre- 
hend. Thus the whole doctrine 
is ſhort and plain, and in itſelf 
incapable of any controverſy ; 
ſince God himſelf hath pronoun- 
ced the fact, but wholly conceal- 
ed the manner. And theretore 
many divines, who thought fit 
to anſwer thoſe wicked books, 
have been miſtaken too, by an- 
ſwering fools in their folly, and 
endeavouring to explain a myſ- 
tery which God intended to keep 
{ecret from us. And as I would 
exhort all men to avoid reading 
thoſe wicked books written a- 
gainſt this doctrine, as danger- 
ous and pernicious; ſo I think 
they may omit the anſwers, as 
unneceſſary. This, I confeſs, 
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will probably affect but few or 
none among the generality of 


our congregations, Who do not 
much trouble themſelves with 


books, at leaſt of this kind. How- | 
ever, many who do not read 


themſelves, are ſeduced by o- 
thers that do; and thus become 


unbelievers upon truſt, and at 
ſecond hand; and this is too fre- 
quent a caſe: for Which reaſon 
I have endeavoured to put this 
doctrine upon a ſhort and ſure 
foot, levelled to the meaneſt un- 


deritanding ; by which we may, 
as the apoſtle directs, be ready 


always to give an anſwer to eve- 
ry man that aſketh us a reaſon 


of the hope that is in us, with 
meekneſs and fear. 


SERMON I. 39 


And thus I have done with 
my ſubject; which probably I 
would not have choſen, if I had 
not been invited to it by the oc- 
caſion of this ſeaſon, appointed 
on purpoſe to celebrate the myſ- 
teries of the Trinity, and the de- 
{cent of the Holy Ghoſt, where- 
in we pray to be kept Redfaſt in 
this faith; and what this faith 
is, I have ſhewn you in the 
plaineſt manner I could. For, 
upon the whole, it is no more 
than this: God commands us, 
by our dependence upon his 
truth and his holy word, to be- 
lieve a fact that we do not un- 
derſtand. And this is no more 
than what we do every day in 
the works of nature, upon the 
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credit of men of learning. With- 
out faith we can do no works 
acceptable to God; for if they 
proceed from any other princi- 
ple, they will not advance our 
falvation; and this faith, as I 
have explained it, we may ac- 
quire, without giving up our 
ſenſes, or contradicting our rea- 
ſon. May God, of his infinite 
wiſdom, inſpire us with true 
faith in every article and myſte- 
ry of our holy religion, ſo as to 
diſpoſe us to do what is pleaſing 
in his ſight; and this we pray 
through Jeſus Chriſt ; to whom, 
with the Father and the Holy 
Ghoſt, the myſterious incom- 
prehenſible Ox Ex Gop, be all ho- 
nour and glory, now and for e- 


vermore. Amen. 
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1 St. PETA v. . 


Yea, all of you be ſubject one to 


another. 


HE apoſtle having, in ma- 

ny parts of this epiſtle, 
given directions to Chriſtians 
concerning the duty of ſubjecti- 
on or obedience to ſuperiors; in 
the ſeveral inſtances of the ſub- 
ject to the prince, the child to 
his parent, the ſervant to his 
maſter, the wife to her huſband, 
and the younger to the elder; 

F 
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doth here, in the words of my 
text, ſum up the whole, by ad- 
vancing a point of doctrine, 
which at firſt may appear a lit- 
tle extraordinary : Yea, all of you, 
ſaith he, be ſubject one to another. 
For it ſhould ſeem, that two per- 
ſons cannot properly by ſaid to 
be ſubject to each other, and that 
ſubjection is only due from in- 
feriors to thoſe above them: yet 
St. Paul hath ſeveral paſſages to 
the ſame purpoſe. For he ex- 
horts the Romans, in honour to pre- 
fer one another * ; and the Philippi- 
ans, that in lowlineſs of mind they 
ſhould let cach efteem other better than 
themſelves h; and the Epheſians, 
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SERMON IL. 43 


chat they ſhould /ubmit themſebves 


one to another in the fear of the Lord*. 


I Here we find theſe two great a- 
= poſtlesrecommendingtoall Chri- 
ſtians this mutual ſubjection. 
For we may obſerve by St. Peter, 
that having mentioned the ſeve- 
ral relations, which men bear to 
each other, as governor and ſub- 
= ject, maſter and ſervant, and the 


reſt which I have already repeat- 
ed, he makes no exception ; but 


* ſums up the whole with com- 


manding all to be ſubject one to ano- 
ther. From whence we may 
conclude, that this ſubjection 
due from all men to all men, is 
ſomething more than the com- 
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44 SERMON IL 


pliment of courſe, when our bet- 
ters are pleaſed to tell us, they 
are our humble fervants, but un- 
derſtand us to be their ſlaves. 


I know very well, that ſome 
of thoſe who explain this text, 
apply it to humility, to the du- 
ties of charity, to private exhor- 
tations, and to bear with each 
others infirmities ; and it is pro- 
bable the apoſtle may have had 
a regard to all theſe. But, how- 
ever, many learned men agree, 
that there 1s ſomething more un- 
derſtood; and the words in their 
proper meaning muſt import; 
as you will obſerve yourſelves, 
if you read them with the begin- 
ning of the verſe, which 1s thus: 


SERMON II. 45 


Likewiſe ye younger, ſubmit yourſelves 


unto the elder : yea, 'all of you be ab- 


ject one to another. So that, upon the 
whole, there muſt be ſome kind 


of ſubjection due from every man 
to every man, which connot be 


made void by any power or pre- 


eminence, or authority whatſo- 


ever. Now, what fort of ſub- 
jection this is, and how it ought 
to be paid, ſhall be the ſubject 
of my preſent diſcourſe. + :: 


As God hath contrived all the 


works of nature to be uſeful, 


and in ſome manner a ſupport 
to each other, by which the 


whole frame of the world under 


his providence is preſerved and 
kept up; ſo, among mankind, 


46 SERMON II. 9 
our particular ſtations are ap- 
pointed to each of us by God Al- 
mighty, wherein we are obliged 
to act as far as our power reach- 
eth, towards the good of the 
whole community. And he who 
doth not perform that part aſ- 
ſigned him, towards advancing 
the benefit of the whole, in pro- 
portion to his opportunities and 
abilities, is not only an uſeleſs, 
but a very miſchievous member 
of the public; becauſe he takes 
a {hare of the profit, and yet 
leaves his ſhare of the burden to 
be born by others, which is the 
true principal cauſe of moſt mi- 
ſeries and misfortunes in life. 
For a wiſe man who does not a 
ſiſt with his counſels, - a great js 
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SERMON Il. 47 


man with his protection, a rich 
man with his bounty and cha- 


rity, and a poor man with his 


labour, are perfect nuiſances 
in a commonwealth. Neither 1s 
any condition of life in the ſight 
of God more honourable than 
another; otherwiſe he would be 
a reſpecter of perſons, which he 
aſſures us he is not: for he hath 
propoſed the ſame ſalvation to 
all men, and hath only placed 
them in different ways or ſtati- 
ons to work it out. Princes are 


born with no more advantages 


of ſtrength or wiſdom than other 


men; and, by an unhappy edu- 


cation, are uſually more defec- 
tive in both, than thouſands of 


their ſubjects. They depend for 
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every neceſſary of life upon the 
meaneſt of their people: beſides, 
obedience and ſubjection were 
never injoined by God to humour 
the paſſions, luſts, and vanities 
of thoſe who demand them from 


us; but we are commanded to 
obey our governors, becauſe diſ- 


obedience would breed ſeditions 
in the ſtate. Thus ſervants are di- 
rected toobey their maſters, child- 


ren their parents, and wives their 
huſbands; not from any reſpect 


of perſons in God, but becauſe o- 
therwiſe there would be nothing 
but confuſion in private families. 
This matter will be clearly ex- 
plained, by conſidering the com- 
pariſon which St. Paul makes be- 
tween the church of Chriſt and 
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SERMON II. 49 


the body of man: for the ſame 
reſemblance will hold, not only 
to famlies and kingdoms, but 
to the whole corporation of man- 
kind. The eye, ſaith he, cannot 


ay anto the hand, I have no need of 


thee : nor again the head to the feet, 
T have no need of you. Nay, much 


more, thoſe members of the body which 


ſeem to be more feeble, are neceſſary. 


And whether one member fuffer, all 


| the members ſuffer with it; or one 


member be honoured, all the members 

rejoice with it *, The caſe is di- 

rectly the ſame among mankind. 

The prince cannot ſay to the 

merchant, I have no needof thee; 

nor the merchant to the labour- 
G 


* q Cor. Xii. 21. 22. 26. 
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er, I have no need of thee. Nay, 
much more, thoſe members 

which ſeem to be more feeble, | 
are neceſſary. For the poor are 
generally more neceſſary mem- 
bers of the commonwealth than | 
the rich: which clearly ſhews, 
that God never intended ſuch ' 
poſſeſſions for the ſake and ſer- 
vice of thoſe to whom he lends 
them; but becauſe he hath af- 
ſigned every man his particular 
ſtation to be uſeful in life, and 
this for the reaſon given by the 


apoſtle, that there may be no [ch n 
in the body. f 


1 2 . 
Seer 


From hence may partly be ga- 
thered the nature of that ſubjec- 


tion which we all owe to one 
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SERMON II. 51 


another. God Almighty hath 
been pleaſed to put us into an 
imperfect ſtate, where we have 
perpetual occaſion of each other's 
aſſiſtance. There is none ſo low, 
as not to be in a capacity of aſ- 
fiſting the higheſt ; nor ſo high, 
as not to want the aſſiſtance of 
the loweſt. 


It plainly appears from what 


-— hath been ſaid, that no one hu- 
man creature 1s more worthy 


than another in the ſight of God, 


farther than according to the 
goodneſs or holineſs of their 


lives; and that power, wealth, 


and the like outward advantag- 
es, are ſo far from being the 
marks of God's approving or 
(32 
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preferring thoſe on whom they 
are beſtowed, that, on the con- 
trary, he is pleaſed to ſuffer them 
to be almoſt ingroſſed by thoſe 
who have leaſt title to his favour. 
Now, according to this equality 
wherein God hath placed all 
mankind with relation to him- 
ſelf, you will obſerve, that, in 


all the relations between man 


and man, there is a mutual de- 


pendency, whereby the one can- 
not ſubſiſt without the other. 
Thus, no man can be a prince 
without ſubjects, nor a maſter | 
without ſervants, nor a father | 


without children. And this both 
Explains and confirms the doc- 
trine of the text: for where there 


is a mutual dependence, there 
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muſt be a mutual duty, and con- 
ſequently a mutual ſubjection. 
For inſtance, the ſubject muſt o- 
bey his prince, becauſe God com- 
mands it, human laws require 
it, and the ſafety of the public 
makes it neceſlary. For the ſame 
reaſons we mult obey all that 
are 1n authority, and ſubmit our- 
ſelves not only to the good and 
gentle, but alſo to the froward, 
whether they rule according to 
our liking or no. On the other 
ide, in thoſe countries that pre- 
tend to freedom, princes are ſub- 
ject to thoſe laws which their 
people have choſen; they are 
bound to protect their ſubjects 
in liberty, property, and religi- 
or. ; to receive their petitions and 
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redreſs their grievances: ſo that 
the beſt prince is, in the opini- 
on of wife men, only the great- 
eſt ſervant of the nation; not on- 
ly a ſervant to the public in ge- 
neral, wy in ſome ſort to every 
mah in it. In the like manner, 
a ſervant owes obedience, and 
diligence, and faithfulneſs to 
his maſter; from whom, at- the 
ſame time, he hath a juſt de- 
mand for protection, and main- 
tenance, and gentle treatment. 
Nay, even the poor beggar hath 
a Juſt demand of an alms from 
the rich man; who is guilty of 
fraud, injuſtice, and oppreſſion, 
if he does not afford relief ac- 
cording to his abilities. 
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SERMON II. 55 


But this ſubjection we all owe 
one to another, is no where more 
neceſſary, than in the common 
converſations of life; for without 
it there would be no ſocicty a- 
mong men. If the learned would 
not ſometimes ſubmit to the 1g- 
norant, the wiſe to the ſimple, 
the gentle to the froward, the old 
to the weakneſſes of the young, 
there would be nothing but e- 
verlaſting variance in the world. 
This our Saviour himſelf con- 
firmed by his own example: for 
he appeared in the form of a ſer- 
vant, and waſhed his diſciples 
feet, adding thoſe memorable 
words, Ye call me Lord and Maſter : 
and ye ſay well; for ſo Jam. If I then 
your Lord and Maſter, waſh your 


56 SERMON II. 


feet, how much more ought you to © 


waſh one another's feet? Under 


which expreſſion of waſhing the 
feet, is included all that ſubjec- | 
tion, aſſiſtance, love, and du- © 
ty, which every good Chriſtian 


ought to pay his brother, in 
whatever ſtation God hath plac- 


ed him. For the greateſt prince | 


and the meaneſt ſlave are not by 
infinite degrees ſo diſtant, as 
our Saviour and thoſe diſciples 
whoſe feet he vouchſafed to 
waſh. 


And although this doctrine of 
ſubjecting ourſelves to one ano- 
ther, may ſeem to grate upon the 
pride and vanity of mankind, 
and may therefore be hard to be 
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SERMON II. 67 


3 digeſted by thoſe who value 
2 themſelves upon their greatneſs 
or their wealth; yet it is really 


no more than what moſt men 
2? practiſe upon other occaſions. 


Tor if our neighbour, who is our 


1 inferior, comes to ſee us, we riſe 


do receive him, we place him a- 
= : | bove us, and reſpect him as if he 

| were better than ourfelves; and 
this is thought both decent and 
neceſſary, and is uſually called 
good manners. Now, the duty re- 
! : quired by the apoſtle is only, that 
© we ſhould enlarge our minds, 
and that what we thus practiſe 
in the common courſe of life, we 
ſhould imitate in all our acti- 
ons and proceedings whatſoever; 
ö ſince our Saviour tells us that e- 
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very man is our neighbour, and 


ſince we are ſo ready, in the 
Point of civility, to yield to others 


in our own houſes, where only 
we have any title to govern. 


Having thus ſhewn you, what 


ſort of ſubjection it is which all 


men owe one to another, and in 


what manner it ought to be paid, 
I ſhall now draw ſome obſerva- 
tions from what hath been ſaid, 


And, firſt, A thorough prac- 
tice of this duty of ſubjecting 


ourſelves to the wants and infir- 
mities of each other, would ut- 


terly extinguiſh in us the vice of | 
pride, 


e 


rs 
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For if God has pleaſed to in- 
truſt me with a talent, not for my 
oven ſake, but for the ſervice of 


others, and at the ſame time 


bw left me full of wants and 


neceſſities, which others muſt 
| ſupply, ; I can then have no cauſe 


to ſet an extraordinary value up- 
on myſelf, or to deſpiſe my bro- 
ther, becauſe he hath not the 


ſame talents which were lent to 


me. His being may probably 
be as uſeful to the public as 


3 mine; and therefore, by the 
rules of right reaſon, I am in 
no ſort preferable to him. 


Secondly, It is very manifeſt 


| ; 13 what hath been ſaid, that 
no man ought to look upon the 
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advantages of life, ſuch as rich- 
es, honour, power, and the like, 
as his property, but merely as a 
truſt which God hath depoſited 
with him to be employed for the 
uſe of his brethren: and God 
will certainly puniſſi the breach 
of that truſt, though the laws of 
man will not, or rather indeed 
cannot; becauſe the truſt was 
conterred only by God, who has 
not left it to any power on earth 
to decide infallibly, whether a 
man makes a good uſe of his ta- 
lents or no, or to puniſh him 
where he fails. And therefore 
God ſeems to have more parti- 
cularly taken this matter into 
his own hands, and will moſt 
certainly reward or puniſh us 
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SERMON II. 61 
in proportion to our good or ill 


performance in it. Now, al- 


though the advantages which 
one man poſſeſſeth more than a- 
nother, may in ſome ſenſe be 
called his property with reſpect 
to other men; yet with reſpect to 
God, they are, as I ſaid, only a 
truſt; which will plainly appear 
from hence: if a man does not 
uſe thoſe advantages tothe good 
of the public, or the benefit of 
his neighbour, it is certain, he 
doth not deſerve them, and con- 
ſequently that God never intend- 
ed them for a blefling to him; 
and, on the other fide, whoever 
does employ his talents as he 
ought, will find by his own ex- 
perience, that they were chiefly 
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lent him for the ſervice of others; 
for to the ſervice of others he will 
certainly employ them. 


Thirdly, If we would all be 
brought to practiſe this duty of 
ſubjecting ourſelves to each o- 
ther, it would very. much con- 
tribute to the general happineſs 
of mankind. For this would 
root out envy and malice from 
the heart of man; becauſe you 
cannot envy your neighbour's 
{trength, it he makes uſe of it to 
defend your life, or carry your 
burden; you cannot envy. his 
. wiſdom, if he gives you good 
counſel ;; nor his riches, if he 
ſupples you in your wants; nor 
his greatneſs, if he employs it 
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to your protection. The miſe- 


ries of life are not properly ow- 


ing to the unequal diſtribution 
of things; but God Almighty, 
the great King of heaven, is treat- 
ed like the kings of the earth, 
who, although perhaps intend- 
ing well themſelves, have often 
moſt abominable miniſters and 
ſtewards; and thoſe generally 
the vileſt, to whom they intruſt 
the moſt talents. - But here is the 
difference, that the princes of 
this world ſee by other men's 
eyes, but God ſees all things; 
and therefore whenever he per- 
mits his bleſſings to be dealt a- 
mong thoſe who are unworthy, 
we may certainly conclude, that 
he intends them only as a pu- 
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niſhment to an evil world, as 
well as to the owners. It were 
well, if thofe would confider 
this, whoſe riches ſerve them 
only as a ſpur to avarice, or as 
an inftrument to their luſts; 
whoſe wiſdom is only of this 
world, to put falſe colours upon 
things, to call good evil, and e- 
vil good, againſt the conviction 
of their own conſciences ; and, 
laſtly, who emply their power 
and favour in acts of oppreſſion 
or injuſtice, in miſrepreſenting 
perſons and things, or in coun- 
tenancing the wicked to the ruin 
of the innocent. | 


Fourthly, The practice of this 
duty of being ſubje& to one a- 
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nother, would make us reſt con- 
tented in the ſeveral ſtations of 
= life wherein God hath thought 


fit to place us; becauſe it would, 


in the beſt and eaſieſt manner, 
bring us back as it were to that 


eaſy ſtate of the goſpel, when 
Chriſtians had all things in com- 


mon. For if the poor found the 


rich diſpoſed to ſupply their 
wants; if the ignorant found the 
wiſe ready to inſtruct and di- 
rect them; or if the weak might 
always find protection from the 
mighty; they could none of them, 
with the leaſt pretence of juſtice, 


' lament their own condition. 


From all that hath been hither- 
to ſaid, it appears, that great a- 
1 
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bilities of any ſort, when they | 


are employed as God directs, do 


but make the owners of them 
greater and more painful ſer- © 
vants to their neighbour and the 


public. However, we are by 
nomeans toconclude from hence, 
that they are not really bleſſings, 
when they are in the hands of 


good men. For, firſt, what can 


be a greater honour, than to be 
choſen one of the ſtewards and 


diſpenſers of God's bounty to 


mankind? What is there that 


can give a generous ſpirit more 


pleaſure and complacency of 
mind, than to conſider, that he 
is an inſtrument of doing much 
good? that great numbers owe 


to him, under God, their ſubſiſt- 


ence, their ſafety, their health, 
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SERMON II. 67 
and the good conduct of their 


lives? The wickedeſt man upon 


earth takes a pleaſure in doing 


good to thoſe he loves; and there- 


0 


fore, ſurely, a good Chriſtian, 
who obeys our Saviour's com- 
mand of loving all men, cannot 
but take delight, in doing good 
even to his enemies. God, who 


gives all things to all men, can 
receive nothing from any; and 


thoſe among men who do the 
moſt good, and receive the few- 
eſt returns, do moſt reſemble 
their Creator: for which reaſon 
St. Paul delivers it as a ſaying of 
our Saviour, that if ig more bleſſed 
to give than to receive. By this 
rule, what muſt become of thoſe 
things which the world values 
12 


f 
| 


68 SERMON I. 
as the greateſt bleſſings, riches, 


power, and the like, when our 
Saviour plainly determines, that 


the beſt way to make them bleſ⸗ 


lings, is to part with them 


Therefore although the advan- 


tages which one man hath over 


the ſenſe the world uſually un- 


another, may be called bleſſin 85, | 
yet they are by no means ſo in 


derſtands. Thus, for example, 


great riches are no bleſſings in 
themſelves; becauſe the poor | 
man, with the common neceſla- | ? 


ries of life, enjoys more health, 
and has tewer cares, without 
them. How then do they bc- 
come bletlings? No otherwiſe, 


than by being employed in feed- 
ing the hungry, clothing the nak- | 


cd, rewarding worthy men, and, 
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in ſhort, doing acts of charity 
and generoſity. Thus likewiſe 
power is no bleſſing in itſelf, be- 
cauſe private men bear leſs envy, 
and trouble, and anguiſh, with- 
out it. But when it is employ- 
ed to protect the innocent, to 
relieve the oppreſſed, and to pu- 
niſh the oppreſſor, then it be- 
comes a great bleſſing. And ſo, 
laſtly, even great wiſdom is, in 
the opinion of Solomon, not a 
blefling in itſelf: for in much wif 


dom is much ſorrow ; and men of 


common underſtandings, if they 


ſerve God, and mind their cal- 


lings, make fewer. miſtakes in 
the conduct of life, than thoſe 
who have better heads. And 
yet wiſdom is a mighty bleſſing, 
when it is applied to good pur- 


+ SERMON ll. 
poſes, to inſtru the ignorant, 
to be a faithful counſellor either 
in public or private, to be a direc- 
tor to youth, and to many other 
ends needleſs here to mention. 


To conclude: God ſent us in- 
to the world to obey his com- 
mands, by doing as much good 
as our abilities will reach, and 
as little evil as our infirmities 
will permit. Some he hath on- 


ly trufted with one talent, ſome 


with five, and ſome with ten. 
No man is without his talent ; 
and he that is faithful or negli- 
gent in a little, ſhall be reward- 
ed or puniſhed, as well as he that 
hath been ſo in a great deal. 


' Conſider whathath been ſaid, etc. 
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2 CoR. i. 12. part of it. 
— For our rejoicing is this, the 


teſtimony of our conſcience. 


HERE is no word more 
frequently in the mouths 


5 of men, than that of conſcience; 


and the meaning of it is in ſome 
meaſure generally underſtood. 
However, becauſe it is likewiſe 
a word extremely abuſed by ma- 
ny people, who apply other 
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meanings to it, which God Al- 
mighty never intended ; I ſhall 
explain it to you in the cleareſt 


manner I am able. The word 
conſcience properly ſignifies that 


knowlege which a man hath 
within himſelf, of his own 
thoughts and actions. And be- 
cauſe, if a man judge fairly of 
his own actions, by comparing 
them with the law of God, his 
mind will either approve or con- 
deran him, according as he hath 
done good or evil; therefore this 
knowlege or conſcience may pro- 
perly be called hothanaccuſerand 
a judge. So that whenever our 
conſcience accuſeth us, wearecer- 
tainly guilty: but we are not al- 
ways innocent, when it doth not 
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accuſe us; for very often, through 
the hardneſs of our hearts, or 
through ignorance or neglect, 
we do not ſuffer our conſcience 
to take cogniſance of ſeveral ſins 
we commit. There is another 
office likewiſe belonging to con- 
ſcience, which is that of being 
our director and guide; and the 


wrong ule of this hath been the 


occaſion of more evils under the 


ſun, than almoſt all other cauſ- 
es put together. For as conſci- 
1 ence is nothingelſe but the know- 
lege we have of what we are 


thinking and doing; ſo it can 

guide us no farther than that 

knowlege'reacheth ; and there- 

fore God hath placed conſcience 

in us to be our director only in 
K 2 
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76 SERMON III. 
thoſe actions which ſcripture and 


reaſon plainly tell us to be good 
or evil. But in caſes too difficult 


or doubtful for us to compre- 
hend or determine, there conſci- 


ence is not concerned; becauſe 
it cannot adviſe in what it doth 
not underſtand, nor decide where 
it is itſelf in doubt: but, by God's 
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great mercy, thoſe difficult points 


are never of abſolute neceſſity to 
our ſalvation. There is likewiſe 
another evil, that men often ſay, 
a thing is againſt their conſci- 
ence, when really it is not. For 
inſtance, aſk any of thoſe who 
differ from the worſhip eſtabliſh- 
ed, why they do not come to 
church, they will ſay, they diſ- 
like the ceremonies, the prayers, 
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the habits, and the like; and 
therefore it goes againſt their 
conſcience. But they are miſ- 
ſtaken; their teacher hath put 
thoſe words into their mouth; 
for a man's conſcience can go no 
higher than his knowlege; and 
therefore till he has thoroughly 
examined, by ſcripture, and the 
practice of the antient church, 
whether thoſe points are blame- 
able or no, his conſcience can- 
not poſſibly direct him to con- 
denn them. Hence have hke- 
wiſe ariſen thoſe miſtakes abour 
what is uſually called liberty of 
conſcience ; which, properly ſpeak- 
ing, is no more than a liberty of 
knowing our own thoughts ; 
which liberty none can take from 
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us. But thoſe words have ob- 
tained quite different meanings. 
Liberty of conſcience is now-a- 
days not only underſtood to be 
the liberty of believing what 
men pleaſe, but alſo of endea- 
vouring to propagate that belief 
as much as they can, and to o- 
verthrow the faith which the 
laws have already eſtabliſhed, 
and to be rewarded by the pub- 
lic for thoſe wicked endeavours; 
and this is the liberty of conſci- 
ence which the fanatics are now, 
openly 1n the face of the world, 
endeavouring at with their. ut- 
moſt application. At the ſame 
time it cannot but be obſerved, 
that thoſe very perſons who, un- 
der pretence of a public ſpirit, 
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and tenderneſs towards their 
Chriſtian brethren, are ſo zeal- 
ous for ſuch a liberty of conſci- 
ence as this, are of all others the 
leaſt tender to thoſe who differ 
-from them in the ſmalleſt point 
relating to government; and 1 
wiſh I could not ſay, that che 
majeſty of the living God may 
be offended with more ſecurity 
than the memory of a dead 
prince. But the wiſdom of the 
world at preſent ſeems to agree 
with that of the heathen emper- 
or, who ſaid, if the gods were 
offended, it was their own con- 
cern, and they were able to vin- 
dicate themſelves. | 
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been abuſed to thoſe wicked pur- 
poſes which I have already relat- 


ed, yet a due regard to the directi- 


ons it plainly gives us, as well 


as to its accuſations, reproaches, 


and advices, would be of the 
greateſt uſe to mankind, both 
for their preſent welfare and fu- 
ture happineſs. 


Therefore may diſcourſe at this 
time ſhall be directed to prove to 
you, that there 1s no ſolid, firm 
foundation for virtue, but on a 
conſcience which is guided by 
religion. | 


In order to this, I ſhall firſt 
ſhew you the weakneſs and un- 
_ certainty of two falſe principles, 
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which many people ſet up in che 
place of conſcience for a guide 
to their actions. 


The firſt of theſe principles is 
what the world uſually calls mo- 
ral honeſty. There are ſome peo- 
ple, who appear very indifferent 
as to religion, and yet have the 
repute of being juſt and fair in 
their dealings; and theſe are ge- 
nerally known by the character 
of good moral men. But now, 
if you look into the grounds 
and the motives of ſuch a man's 


! actions, you ſhall find them to 


be no other than his own eaſe 

and intereſt. For example, you 

truſt a moral man with your 

money 1n the way of trade, you 
L 
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truſt another with the defence 


of your cauſe at law; and} 
perhaps they both deal juſtly} 
with you. Why? not from any 


regard they have for juſtice, but 
becauſe their fortune depends 
upon their credit, and a ſtain of 
open public diſhoneſty muſt be 


to their diſadvantage. But let it | 
conſiſt with ſuch a man's intereſt } 
and ſafety to wrong you, and] 


then it will be impoſlible you 
can have any hold upon him; 
becauſe there is nothing left to 
give him a check, or to put in 
the ballance againſt his profit, 
For it he hath nothing to govern 


himſelf by but the opinion of E 


the world, as long as he can con- 
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ceal his injuſtice from the world, 
he thinks he is ſafe. 


Beſides, it is found by experi- 
ence, that thoſe men who ſet up 
for morality, without regard to 
religion, are generally virtuous 


but in part: they will be juſt in 


their dealings between man and 
man; but if they find themſelves 


diſpoſed to pride, luſt, intempe- 


rance, or avarice, they do not 
think their morality concerned 


to check them in any of theſe 
vices; becauſe it is the great 
rule of ſuch men, that they may 
| lawfully follow the dictates of 
nature, where-ever their ſafety, 
health, and fortune are not in- 
jured. So that, upon the whole, 
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there is hardly one vice whicha 


mere moral man may not upon 
ſome occaſions allow himſelf to 


practiſe. 


The otherfalſe principle which 


ſome men ſet up in the place of 


conſcience to be their director in 


to it call honour. 


This word is often made the | 
ſanction of an oath; it is reck- | 
oned a great commendation to | 


be a man of ſtrict honour; and 
it it commonly underſtood, that 
a man of honour can never bc 


life, is what thoſe who pretend 
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guilty of a baſe action. This is 


uſually the ſtyle of military men, 
of perſons with titles, and of 
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others who pretend to birth and 
quality. It is true indeed, that 
in antient times it was univerſal- 
ly underſtood, that honour was 
the reward of virtue; but if ſuch 
honour as is now-a-days going, 
will not permit a man to do a 
baſe action, it mult be allowed, 
there are very few ſuch things 
as baſe actions in nature. No 
man of honour, as that word is 
uſually underſtood, did ever pre- 
tend, that his honour obliged 
him to be chaſte or temperate, to 
pay his creditors, to be uſeful to 
his country, to do good to man- 
kind, to endeavour to be wile or 
learned, to regard his word, his 
promiſe, or his oath; or if he 


hath any of theſe virtues, they 


-- 
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were never learned in the cate- 
chiſm of honour; which con- 
tains but two precepts; the punc- 
tual payments of debts contract- 
ed at play, and the right un- 
derſtanding the ſeveral degrees 
of an affront, in order to revenge 

it by the death of an adverſary. 


But ſuppoſe this principle of 
honour, which ſome men ſo 
much boaſt of, did really pro- 
duce more virtues than it ever 
pretended to; yet, ſince the very 
being of that honour depended 
upon the breath, the opinion, or 
the fancy of the people, the vir- 
tues derived from it could be of 
no long or certain duration. For 
example, ſuppoſe a man, from 
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a principle of honour, ſhould 
reſolve to be juſt, or chaſte, or 
temperate, and yet the cenſuring 
world ſhould take a humour of 
refuſing him thoſe characters, 
he would then think the obliga- 
tion at an end. Or, on the o- 
ther ſide, it he thought he could 
gain honour by the falſeſt and 
vileſt action, (which is a caſe 
that very often happens), he 
would then make no ſcruple to 
perform it. And God knows, it 
would be an unhappy ſtate, to 
have the religion, the liberty, or 
the property of a people lodged 
in ſuch hands; which however 
hath been too often the caſe. 


What I have ſaid upon this 
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principle of honour, may per- 
haps be thought of ſmall con- 
cernment to moſt of you Who 
are my hearers: however, a cau- 
tion was not altogether unneceſ- 
ſary; ſince there is nothing bj 
which not only the vulgar, but 
the honeſt tradeſman, hath been 


ſcience to direct them in their 
actions, I ſhall now endeavour 
to prove to you, that there is no 
ſolid, firm foundation of virtue, 


ſo much deceived, as this infa- by 
mous pretence to honour in too 5 
many of their betters. I: 
. | b 
Having thus ſhewn you the | *.. 
weakneſs and uncertainty of = 
thoſe principles which ſome | |. 
men ſet up in the place of con-„— 
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but in a conſcience directed by 


the principles of religion. 


There is no way of judging 


how far we may depend upon 


f 


] 
) 
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the actions of men, otherwiſe 
than by knowing the motives, 

and grounds, and cauſes of them; 

2 if the motives of our actions 
be not reſolved and determined 
into the law of God, they will 
; be precarious and uncertain, and 
liable to perpetual changes. I 
will ſhew you what I mean, by 


ö an example. Suppoſe a man 


thinks! it his duty to obey his pa- 
f rents, becauſe reaſon tells him 


ſo, becauſe he is obliged by gra- 


titude, and becauſe the laws of 


his country command him to do 
M 
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ſo: if he ſtops here, his parents 4 


can have no laſting ſecurity ; for 


an occaſion may happen, where- þ * 


in it may be extremely his inte- 
reſt to be diſobedient, and where 


the laws of the land can lay no 
hold upon him: therefore, before! 
ſuch a man can ſafely be truſt- 
ed, he muſt proceed farther, and 


conſider that his reaſon is the 


gift of God; that God command- 
ed him to be obedient to the laws, 
and did moreover, in a particu- | 
lar manner, injoin him to be 
dutiful to his parents; after 


which, if he lays due weight 
upon thoſe conſiderations, he will 


probably continue in his duty to 
the end of his life; becauſe no 


earthly intereſt can ever come in 
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Pe pr ern to balance the dan- 
ger of offending his Creator, or 
ö the happineſs of pleaſing him. 
And of all this his conſcience 
will certainly inform him, if he 
/ hath any regard to religion. 


Secondly, Fear and hope are the 
two greateſt natural motives of 
all mens actions. But neither 

of theſe paſſions will ever put us 
in the way of virtue, unleſs they 
be directed by conſcience. For 
although virtuous men do ſome- 
times accidentally make their 
way to preferment, yet the world 
is ſo corrupted, that no man can 
reaſonably hope to be rewarded 
in it, merely upon account of 
his virtue. And conſequently 

M 3 
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the fear of puniſhment in this 
life will preſerve men from very 
few vices ;lince ſome of theblack- 
eſt and baſeſt do often prove the 
ſureſt ſteps to favour; ſuch as 
ingratitude, hypocriſy, treache- 
ry, ſubornation, atheiſm, and 
many more, which human laws 
do little concern themſelves a- 
bout. But when conſcience 
placeth before us the hopes of 
everlaſting happineſs, and the 
fears of everlaſting miſery, as 
the reward and puniſhment of 
our good or evil actions, our rea- 
ſon can find no way to avoid 
the force of ſuch an argument, 
otherwiſe than by running into 
infidelity. | 
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Lafily, Conſcience will direct 
us to love God, and to put our 
whole truſt and confidence 1n 
him. Our love of God will in- 
ſpire us with a deteſtation for in, 
as whatis of all things moſt con- 
trary to his divine nature; and 
if we have an intire confidence 
in him, that will enable us to 
ſubdue and deſpiſe all the allure- 


ments of the world. 


It may here be objected, If con- 
ſcience be ſo ſure a director to 
us Chriſtians in the conduct of 
our lives, how comes it to paſs, 
that the antient heathens, who 
had no other lights but thoſe of 
nature and reaſon, ſhould ſo far 
exceed us in all manner of vyir- 
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tue, as plainly appears by many 
examples they have left on record! 


To which it may be anſwered: 
Firſt, thoſe Heathens were ex, 
tremely ſtrict and exact in the e- 


ducation of their children: where- | 


as, among us, this care is ſo 


much laid aſide, that the more 


God has bleſſed any man with 
quality or eſtate, juſt ſo much 
the leſs in proportion 1s the care 
he takes in the education of his 
children, and particularly of that 


child which is to inherit his for- 
tune; of which the effects are 


viſible enough among the great 
ones of the world. Again, thoſe 


heathens did, in a particular 
manner, inſtil the principle into 
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their children of loving their 
country ; which 1s ſo far other- 
wiſe now-a-days, that of the ſe- 
veral parties among us, there 1s 
none of them that ſeem to have 
ſo much as heard whether there 
be ſuch a virtue in the world; 
as plainly appears by their prac- 
tices, and eſpecially when they 


are placed in thoſe ſtations where 
they can only have an opportu- 
nity of ſhewing it. Laſtly, the 
moſt conſiderable among the 


heathens did generally believe 
rewards and puniſhments in a 
life to come; which is the great 
principle for conſcience to work 
upon: whereas too many of 
thoſe who would be thought the 
moſt conſiderable amon gus, do, 
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both by their practices, and diſ- 
courſes, plainly affirm, that they 
believe nothing at all of the mat- 
ter. 


Wherefore, ſince it hath ma- 
nifeſtly appeared, that a religi- 
ous conſcience is the only true 
ſolid foundation upon which vir- 
tue can be built, give me leave, 
before I conclude, to let you ſec 
how neceſlary ſuch a conſcience 
is to conduct us in every ſtation 
and condition of our lives. 


That a religious conſcience is 
neceſſary in any ſtation, is con- 
feſſed even by thoſe who tell us 
that all religion was invented by 
cunning men to keep the world 
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in awe. For if religion, by the 
confeſſion of its adverſaries, be 
neceſſary toward the well- go- 
verning of mankind; then eve- 
ry wiſe man in power will be 
- ſure, not only to chuſe out for 
cvery ftation under him, ſuch 
perſons as are more likely to be 
kept in awe by religion, but 
likewiſe to carry ſome appear- 
ance of it himſelf, or elſe he is 
a very weak politician. And ac- 
cordingly, in any country, where 
great perſons affect to be open de- 
ſpiſers of religion, their coun- 
ſels will be found at laſt to be 
fully as deſtructive to the ſtate as 
to the church. 


It was the advice of Jethro to 
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his ſon-in-law Moſes, to provide an 
able men, ſuch as fear God, men of | Ob 


truth, hating covetouſneſs, and to- th 
place ſuch over the people; and | to 
Moſes, who was as wiſe a ftateſ- | * th 
man at leaſt as any in this age, þ ! 
thought fit to follow that advice. | n 
Great abilities without the fear ; oc 


of God are moſt dangerous in- | t 
ſtruments, when they are truſt. © 
ed with power. The laws of 
man have thought fit, that thoſe 1 
who are called to any office of 
truſt ſhould be bound by an oath | 
to the faithful diſcharge of it: | | 


ns 
ta 


but an oath is an appeal to God, 
and therefore can have no influ- 
ence except upon thoſe who be- 
lieve that he is, and that he is a a 
rewarder of thoſe that ſeek him, 
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and a puniſher of thoſe who diſ- 
obey him: and therefore we ſee 
the laws themſelves are forced 
to have recourſe to conſcience in 
theſe caſes; becauſe their penal- 
ties cannot reach the arts of cun- 
ning men, who can find ways 
to be guilty of a thouſand injuſ- 
tices, without being diſcovered, 
or at leaſt without being puniſh- 
fed. And the reaſon why we find 

> | | ſo many frauds, abuſes, and cor- | 
| | 


ruptions where any truſt is con- 
: ferred, can be no other, than that | 
there is ſo little conſcience and. | 
religion left in the world; or at 
leaſt that men, in their choice of 
: inſtruments, have private ends 
in view, which are very diffe- 
rent from the ſervice of the pub- | 
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lic. Beſides, it is certain, that 
men who profeſs to have no re- 
ligion, are full as zealous to 
bring over proſelytes as any pa- 
piſt or fanatic can be. And 
therefore, if thoſe who are in ſta- 
tion high enough to be of influ- 
ence or example to others ; it 
thoſe (I ſay) openly profeſs a con- 
tempt or diſbelief of religion, 
they will be ſure to make all 
their dependents of their own 
principles; and what ſecurity 
can the public expect from ſuch 
perſons, whenever their intereſts 
or their luſts come into compe- 
tition with their duty? It is very 


poſſible for a great pretender to 


conſcience, to be wicked and a 
hypocrite; but it is impoſſible 
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for a man who openly declares 
againſt religion, to give any rea- 
ſonable ſecurity that he will not 
be falſe, and cruel, and corrupt, 
whenever a temptation offers, 
which he values more than he 
does the power wherewith he 
was truſted. And if ſuch a man 
doth not betray his cauſe and his 
maſter, it is only becauſethetemp- 
tation was not properly offered, 
or the profit too ſmall, or the 
danger too great. And hence it 
is, that we find ſo little truth or 
juſtice among us, becauſe there 
are ſo very few, who, either in 
the ſervice of the public, or in 
common dealings with each o- 
ther, do ever look farther than 
their own advantage, and how 
to guard themſelves againſt the 
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laws of the country; which a 
man may do by favour, by ſe- 
crecy, or by cunning, though he 
breaks almoſt every law of God. 


Therefore to conclude: It plain- | 


ly appears, that unleſs men are 
guided by the advice and jpdg- 
ment of conſcience founded on 
religion, they can give no ſecu- 
rity that they will be either good 
ſubjects, faithful ſervants of the 
public, or honeſt in their mutu- 
al dealings; ſince there is no o- 
ther tie, through whichthe pride, 
or luſt, or avarice, or ambition, 
of mankind will not certainly 
break one time or other. 


Conſider what has been ſaid, etc. 
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HE B. Xxiii. I. 


Let brotherly love continue. 


1 N the early times of the goſpel, 
the Chriſtians were very much 
diſtinguiſhed from all other bo- 
dies of men, by the great and 
conſtant love they bore to each 
other; which although it was 
done in obedience to the frequent 
injunctions of our Saviour and 
his apoſtles, yet, I confeſs, there 
ſeemeth to have been likewiſe a 


natural reaſon, that very much 
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promoted it. For the Chriſtians 
then were few and ſcattered, liv- 
ing under perſecution by the 
heathens round about them, in 


_ whoſe hands was all the civil 


and military power ; and there 


WT 
* 
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is nothing ſo apt to unite the! 


minds and hearts of men, or to 


beget love and tenderneſs, as a4 


general diſtreſs. The firſt diſſen- | 
ſions between Chriſtians took | 


their beginning from the errors 
and hereſies that aroſe among 
them; many of thoſe hereſies, 
ſometimes extinguiſhed, and 
ſometimes reviving, or ſucceed- 


ed by others, remain to this Þ 


day; and having been made in- ; 


ſtruments to the pride, avarice, 
or ambition of ill-deſigning 


1 ; 
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men, by extinguiſhing brotherly 
love, have been the cauſe of in- 
finite calamities, as well as cor- 
ruptions of faith and manners, 


in the Chriſtian world. 


The laſt legacy of Chriſt was 


peace and mutual love; but then 


he foretold, that he came to ſend 


a a ſword upon the earth. The 


primitive Chriſtians accepted the 


legacy, and their ſucceſſors down 


to the preſent age have been 


largely fulfilling his prophecy. 


But whatever the practice of 

mankind hath been, or {till con- 

tinues, there is no duty more in- 

cumbent upon thoſe who profeſs 

the goſpel, than that of brother- 

ly love; which whoever could 
O 2 
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reſtore in any degree amongmen, 
would be an inſtrument of more 


good to human ſociety, than e- 
ver was, or will be done by all 


the ſtateſmen and politicians in 
the world. 


It is upon this ſubject of bro- 


therly love that I intend to dil-} ; 


courſe at preſent; and the me- 
thod I obſerve ſhall be as follows. 


I. I will inquire into the cauſes 
of this great want of brotherly 
love among us. 


II. I will lay open the ſad ef- 


fects and conſequences which 
our animoſities and mutual hat- 


red have produced. 
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III. Iwill uſe ſome motives and 
exhortations that may perſuade 
you to embrace brotherly love, 
and continue in it. 


I. I ſhall inquire into the cauſ- 


es of this great want of brother- 
ly love among us. 


This nation of ours hath for 
an hundred years paſt been in- 
felted by two enemies, the pa- 
piſts and fanatics; who each in 
their turns filled it with blood and 
{laughter,and fora time deſtroyed 
both the church and government. 
The memory of theſe events hath 
put all true proteſtants equally 
upon their guard againſt both 
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theſe adverſaries; who, by con- 
ſequence, do equally hate us. 
The fanatics revile us, as too 
nearly approaching to popery ; 
and the papiſts condemn us, as 
bordering too much on fanati- 
ciſm. The papiſts, God be praiſ- 
ed, are, by the wiſdom of our 
laws, put out of all viſible poſſi- 
bility of hurting us; beſides, their 
religion is ſo generally abhorred, 
that they have no advocates or 
abettors among proteſtants to aſ- 
ſiſt them. But the fanatics are 
to be conſidered in another light: 
they have had, of late years, the 
power, the luck, or the cunning 
to divide us among ourſelves ; 
they have endeavoured to repre- 
ſent all thoſe who have been ſo 
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bold as to oppoſe their errors and 
deſigns, under the character of 
perſons diſaffected to the govern- 
ment; and they have ſo far ſuc- 
ceeded, that now-a-days, if a 
clergyman happens to preach 
with any zeal and vehemence a- 
gainſt the ſin or danger of ſchiſm, 
there will not want too many in 
his congregation ready enough 
to cenſure him, as hot and high- 
flying, an inflamer of mens 
minds, an enemy to moderation, 
and diſloyal to his prince. This 
hath produced a formed and ſet- 
tled diviſion between thoſe who 
profeſs the ſame doctrine and 
diſciphne, while they who call 
themſelves moderate, are forced 
to widen their bottom, by ſacri- 
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ficing their principles and their 


brethren to the incroachments | * 


and inſolence of diſſenters; who 
are therefore anſwerable, as a 
principal cauſe of all that hatred 
and animoſity now reigning a- 
mong us. 


Another cauſe of the great 
want of brotherly love, is the 
weakneſs and folly of too ma. 
ny among you of the lower ſort, 
who are made the tools and in- 
ſtruments of your betters to 
work their deſigns, wherein you 
have no concern. Your num- 
bers make you of uſe, and cun- 
ning men take the advantage by 
putting words into your mouths 
you do not underſtand ; then 
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they fix good or ill characters to 
thoſe words, as it beſt ſerves 
their purpoſes: and thus you are 
taught to love or hate, you know 
not what or why; you often ſuſ- 
pect your beſt friends and near- 
eſt neighbours, even your teach- 
er, without any reaſon, if your 
leaders once taught you to call 
him by a name which they tell 
you ſignifieth ſome very bad 
thing. 
1 
A third cauſe of our great 
want of brotherly love ſeemeth | 
to be, that this duty is not ſo of- Af 
ten inſiſted on from the pulpit, | 
as it ought to be in ſuch times Fl 
as theſe: on the contrary, it is 
to be doubted, whether doctrines 
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are not ſometimes delivered by} 
an ungoverned zeal, a delire to 
be diſtinguiſhed, or a view of in- 
tereſt, which produce quite diffe- 
rent effects; when, upon occaſi- 
ons ſet apart to return thanks to 
God for ſome public bleſling, þ 
the time is employed in ſtirring Þ 7 
up one part of the congregation | 
againſt the other, by repreſenta-| * 
tions of things and perſons | : 
which God in his mercy forgive! 
thoſe who are guilty of. 


The laſt cauſe I ſhall mention? 
of the want of brotherly love, is 
thatunhappy diſpoſition towards 
politics among the trading peo- 
ple, which hath been induſftri- | 
oully inſtilled into them. In |: 
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former times, the middle and 
lower ſort of mankind ſeldom 
gained or loſt by the factions of 
the kingdom; and therefore 
were little concerned in them, 
further than as matter of talk 
and amuſement: but now the 
meaneſt dealer will expect to turn 
the penny by the merits of his 
party. He can repreſent his 
neighbour as a man of danger- 
ous principles; can bring a rail- 
ing accuſation againſt him, per- 
haps a criminal one; and ſo rob 
him of his livelihood, and find 
his own account by that much 
more than if he had diſparaged 
his neighbour's goods, or de— 
famed him as a cheat. For ſo it 
happens, that inſtead of inquir- 
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ing into the ſkill or honeſty of 
thoſe Kind of people, the man- 


ner is now to inquire into their! 


party, and to reject or encourage 


them accordingly ; which pro-| 


c2eding hath made our people 
in general ſuch able politicians, 
that all the artifice, flattery, diſ- 


limulation, diligence, and dex- 


terity in undermining each o- 
ther, which the ſatirical wit of 


men hath charged upon courts; | 


together with all the rage and 


violence, cruelty and injuſtice, þ 
which have been ever imputed F 


to public aſſemblies; are with 
us (ſo polite are we grown!) to 
be ſeen among our meaner trad- 
ers and artificers in the greateſt 
perfection. All which, as it 
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may be matter of ſome humili- 
ation to the wiſe and mighty of 
this world, ſo the effects there- 
of may perhaps in time prove 
very different from what, I hope 
in charity, were ever foreſeen or 
intended. 


II. I will therefore, now, in 
the ſecond place, lay open ſome 
of the ſad effects and conſequen- 


ces which our animoſities and 


mutual hatred have produced. 


And the firſt ill conſequence is, 
that our want of brotherly love 
hath almoſt driven out all ſenſe 
of religion from among us: 
which cannot well be other wiſe: 
for ſince our Saviour laid ſo much 
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weight upon his diſciples loving! 
one another, that he gave it a- 
mong his laſt inſtructions; and! 


ſince the primitive Chriſtians are 
allowed to have chiefly propagat- 


ed the faith, by their ſtrict ob- 


ſervance of that inſtruction; it 


muſt follow, that, in proporti- 
on, as brotherly love declineth, | 


Chriſtianity will do ſo too. The 


little religion there is in the} 
world, hath been obſerved to 

reſide chiefly among the middle 
and lower ſort of people, who | 


are neither tempted to pride and 
luxury by great riches, nor to 
deſperate courſes by extreme po- 
verty: and truly I upon that ac- 
count have thought it a happi- 
neſs, that thoſe who are under 


ee 


ir 


* 44s 
1 5 tf 
g—_— 


2 - bu s 4 
d nets wenn 


% Fr” * 
r 


Y 


SERMON IV. 119 


my immediate care are general- 


ly of that condition. But where 


ea. 4. 


„ 


party hach once made entrance, 
ban 

with all its conſequences, of hat- 
red, envy, partiality, and viru- 
| 


Þ| © lence, religion cannot long keep 


its hold in any degreeof life what- 
ſoever. For if the great men of 
the world have been cenſured in 
all ages for mingling too little 
religion with their politics, what 
a havock of principles muſt they 
needs make in unlearned and ir- 
regular heads? of which indeed 
the effects are too viſible and 
melancholy all over the King- 
dom. 
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Another ill conſequence from 
our want of brotherly love is, 
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that it encreaſeth the inſolence 
of the fanatics. And this part- 
ly ariſeth from a miſtaken mean- 
ing of the word moderation; a 
word which hath been much a- 
buſed, and handed about for ſe- 
veral years paſt. There are too 
many people indifferent enough 
to all religion; there are many 
others who diflike the clergy, 
and would have them live in po- 
verty and dependence. Both 
theſe ſorts are much commend- 
ed by the fanatics for moderate 
men, ready to put an end to our 
diviſions, and to make a general 
union among proteſtants. Ma- 
ny ignorant well-meaning peo- 
ple are deceived by theſe appear- 
ances, ſtrengthened with great 
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pretences to loyalty; and theſe 
occaſions the fanatics lay hold 


on to revile the doctrine and diſ- 


cipline of the church, and even 
inſult and oppreſs the clergy, 
where: ever their numbers or fa- 
vourers will bear them out; in- 
ſomuch that one wilful refracto- 
ry fanatic hath been able to diſ- 
turb a whole pariſh for many 
years together. But the moſt 
moderate and favoured divines 
dare not own, that the word mo- 
© deration with reſpect to the diſ- 
ſenters can be at all applied to 
their religion, but is purely per- 
ſonal or prudential. No good 
man repineth at the liberty of 
conſcience they enjoy; and per- 

haps a very moderate divine may 
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think better of their loyalty than] vi. 
others do; or, to ſpeak after thÞ* th 
manner of men, may think iÞ 

neceſſary, that all proteſtantsÞ* 
ſhould be united againſt thecomF far 
mon enemy; or out of diſcretiÞ vc 
on, or other reaſons beſt Known t 
to himſelf, be tender of menti i 
oning them at all. But {till the 10 
errors of the diſſenters are all fix be 
ed and determined; and muſt gl 
upon demand, be acknowleged th 
by all the divines of our church hx 
whether they be called, in par- te 
ty-phraſe, high or low, mode-Þ 

rate or violent. And further, | 
believe it would be hard to find 
many moderate divines, who, if 
their opinions were aſked, whe- | :; 
ther diſſenters ſhould be truſted | | 
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np: Iwith power, could according to 
their conſciences anſwer in the 


'F* affirmative: from whence it is 


plain, that all the ſtir which the 
'| fanatics have made with this 
F word moderation, was only meant 
to increaſe our diviſions, and 
'F widen them ſo far as to make 
room for themſelves to get in 
between. And this is the only 
| ſcheme they ever had (except 
that of deſtroying root and 
branch) for the uniting of pro- 
| teſtants, they ſo much talk of. 


I ſhall mention but one ill con- 
ſequence more, which attends 
" our want of brotherly love; that 
it hath put an end to all hoſpi- 
tality and friendſhip, all good 
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correſpondence and commerce 


between mankind. There are! 


indeed ſuch things as leagues 
and confederacies among thoſe 
of the ſame party; but ſurely 
God never intended, that men 


ſhould be ſo limited in the choice | 
of their friends: however, ſo it] 


is in town and country, in eve- 


ry pariſh and ſtreet; the paſtor 
is divided from his flock, the 
father from his ſon, and the 


houſe often divided againſt it- 
ſelf. Mens very natures are! 


ſoured and their paſſions inflam- 


ed, when they meet in party- | 


clubs, and ſpend their time in 
noch ing elie but in railing at the 


opnolire ide; thus every man a- 


live among us is encompaſſed 
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with a million of enemies of his 
own country, among which his 

oldeſt acquaintance, and friends, 
and kindred themſelves are of- 
ten of the number. Neither can 

people of different parties mix 
together without conſtraint, ſu- 

ſpicion, and jealouſy; watching 
every word they ſpeak, for fear 
of giving offence; or elſe falling 
into rudeneſs and -reproaches, 


and fo leaving themſelves open 


to the malice and corruption of 
informers, who were never more 
numerous or expert in their 


trade. And, as a further addi- 
tion to this evil, thoſe very few, 


who, by the goodneſs and gene- 


roſity of their nature, do in their 


own hearts deſpife this narrow 
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principle, of . confining their 
friendſhip and efteem, their cha- 
rity and good offices, to thoſe of 
their own party, yet dare not diſ- 
cover their good inclinations, 
for fear of loſing their favour 
and intereſt. And others, again, 
whom God hath formed with 
mild and gentle diſpoſitions, 
think it neceſſary to put a force 
upon their on tempers, by act- 


ing a noiſy, violent, malicious 
part, as a means to be diſtin- 


guiſhed. Thus hath party got 
the better of the very genius of 
our people; ſo that whoever 
reads the character of the Eng- 
liſh in former ages, will hardly 
believe their preſent poſterity to 
be of the ſame nation or climate. 
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HI. I ſhall now, in the laſt 
place, make uſe of ſome mo- 
tives and exhortations, that may 
perſuade you to embrace bro- 
therly love, and to continue in 
it. Let me apply myſelt to you 
of the lower ſort, and defire you 
will confider, when any of you 
make uſe of fair and enticing 
words to draw in cuſtomers, 
whether you do it for their ſakes 
or your own. And then for 
whoſe ſakes do you think it is, 
that your leaders are ſo induſtri- 
ous to put into your heads all 
that party-rage and virulence? 
Is it not to make you the tools 
and inftruments, by which they 
work out their own deſigns? Has 
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this ſpirit of faction been uſeful Þ 
to any of you in your worldly Þ* 
concerns, except to thoſe who Þ? 


Have traded in whiſpering, 
back biting, or informing, and 


wanted {kill or honeſty to thrive Þ : 


by fairer methods? It is no bu- þ 
ſineſs of yours to inquire, who 
1s at the head of armies, or of 
councils, unleſs you had power 


and {kill to chuſe, neither of er 


which is ever like to be your 
caſe: and therefore to fill your 
heads with fears and hatred of 
perſons and things of which it 
is impoſſible you can ever make 
a right judgment, or to ſet you 
at variance with your neighbour, 
becauſe his thoughts are not the 
ſame as yours, is not only in a 
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very groſs manner to cheat you 


of your time and quiet, but like- 
wiſe to endanger your ſouls. 


ES 
4 
'; Secondly, In order to reſtore bro- 


therly love, let me carneſty ex- 


ww you to ſtand firm in your 


religion, I mean the true religi- 


on hitherto eſtabliſhed among 


us; without varying in the leaſt, 


1 either to popery on the one ſide, 


or to fanaticiſm on the other: 
and i in a particular manner be- 


ware of that word moderation; and 
believe it, that your nei i=hbour 
is not immediately a villain, a 
papiſt, and a traitor, becauſe 
the fanatics and their adherents 
will not allow him to be a mo- 
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derate man. Nay, it is very pro- 
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bable, that your teacher himſelf Þ 2 
may be a loyal, pious, and able P 
divine, without the leaſt grain Þ V 
of moderation, as the word is too Þ t 
frequently underſtood. There © 
fore, to ſet you right in this mat- Þ V 
ter, I will lay before you the cha- t 
racter of a truly moderate man; 
and then I will give you the de- 
ſcription of ſuch an one who 
falſely pretendeth to that title. 


A man truly moderate is ſtea-f 
dy in the doctrine and diſcipline 
of the church, but with a due 
Chriſtian charity to all who dil- Þ 
ſent from it out of a principle | 

F 
| 


of conſcience; the freedom of | 
which, he thinketh, ought to be | 
fully allowed, as long as it is not 
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abuſed ; but never truſted with 


power. He is ready to defend 
with his life and fortune the pro- 
teſtant ſucceſſion, and the pro- 
teſtant faith, againſt all invaders 
whatſoever. He is for giving 


che crown its juſt prerogative, 


and the people their juſt liberties. 


He hateth no man for differing 


from him in political opinions; 


nor doth he think it a maxim in- 
fallible, That virtue ſhould al- 


| ways attend upon favour, and 


vice upon diſgrace. Theſe are 
ſome few lineaments in the cha- 


racter of a truly moderate man, 
Let us now compare it with the 
| deſcription of one who uſually 

paſſeth under that title. 
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A moderate man, in the new 
meaning of the word, is one to 
whom all religions indifferent; 
who, although he denominates 
himſelf of the church, regard- 


eth it no more than a conventi- Þ 
cle. He perpetually raileth at Þ 


the body of the clergy, with cx- 
ceptions only toa very few, who 
he hopeth, and probably upon 
falſe grounds, are as ready to 


betray their rights and proper- $ 
ties as himſelf. He thinks the 


power of the people can never 
be too great, nor that of the 
prince too little; and yet this ve- 
ry notion he publiſheth, as his 
beſt argument to prove him a 


moſt loyal ſubject. Every opi- | 


nion in government that differ- 
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eth in the leaſt from his, tends 
directly to popery, ſlavery, and 
rebellion. Whoever lieth un- 
der the frown of power, can in 
his judgment neither have com- 
mon ſenſe, common honeſty, 
nor religion. Laſty, his devoti- 
on conſiſteth in drinking, gib- 
bets, confuſion, and damnation; 
in prophanely idolizing the me- 
mory of one dead prince, and 


ungratefully trampling upon 
the aſhes of another. 


By theſe marks you will eaſi- 
ly diſtinguiſh a truly moderate 
man trom thoſe who are com- 
monly, but very falſely, fo cal- 
led: and while perſons thus qua- 
lifted are ſo numerous and fo 
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noiſy, ſo full of zeal and induſ- 
try to gain proſelytes, and to 
ſpread their opinions among the 
people, it cannot be wondered 
that there ſhould be ſo little bro- 


therly love left among us. 


Laſtly, It would probably con- 
tribute to reſtore ſome degree of 
brotherly love, 1t we would but 
conſider, that the matter of thoſe 
diſputes which inflameus to this 
degree, doth not in its own na- 
ture at all concern the generali- 
ty of mankind. Indeed, as to 
thoſe who have been great gain- 
ers or loſers by the changes of 
the world, the caſe is different; 
and to preach moderation to the 
firſt, and patience to the laſt, 
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would perhaps be to little pur- 
poſe. But what is that to the 
bulk of the people, who are not 
properly concerned in the quar- 
rel, although evil inſtruments 
have drawn them into it? For if 
the reaſonable men on both ſides 
were to confer opinions, they 
would find neither religion, loy- 
alty, nor intereſt, are at all con- 
cerned in this diſpute. Not reli- 
gion, becauſe the members of 
the church on both ſides profeſs 
to agree in every article: not loy- 
alty to our prince; which is pre- 
tended to by one party as much 
as the other, and therefore can 
be no ſubject for debate: not in- 
tereſt, for trade and induſtry he 
open to all; and, what is fur- 
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ther, concerneth only thoſe who 
have expectations from the pub- 
lic. So that the body of the peo- 
ple, if they knew their own 
good, might yet live amicably 
together, and leave their betters 
to quarrel among themſelves, 
who might alſo probably ſoon 
come to a better temper, if they 
were leſs ſeconded and ſupport- 
ed by the poor deluded multi- 
tude. 


I have now done with my 
text; Which I confeſs to have 
treated in a manner more {ſuited 
to the preſent times than to the 
nature of the ſubject in general. 
That I have not been more par- 
ticular in explaining the ſeveral 
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parts and properties of this great 


duty of brotherly love, the apoſtle 
to the Theſſalonians will plead 
my excuſe. Toucking brotherly love, 
| (faith he), ye need not that I write 
"unto you ; for ye your/ſebves are taught 
/ God to love one another. So that 
nothing remains to add, but our 
prayers to God, that he would 


pleaſe to reſtore and continue 


this great duty of brotherly love 


or charity among us, the very 
bond of peace and of all virtues. 


Nov. 29. 1717. 
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2 KiNGs viii. 13. part of it. 


And Hazael ſaid, But what, is thy 


ſervant a dog, that he ſhould do 
this great thing? 


VW have a very ſignal in- 
ſtance of the deceitful- 
neſs of the heart repreſented to 
us in the perſon of Hazael; who 
was ſent to the prophet Eliſha, 
to inquire of the Lord, concern- 
ing his maſter the King of Syria's 
recovery. For the man of God 
having told him that the king 
might recover from the diſorder 
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he was then labouring under“ 
began to ſet and faſten his coun- 
tenance upon him of a ſudden, © 
and to break out into the moſt! 
violent expreſſions of ſorrow, and. 
a deep concern for it: where? 
upon, when Hazael,fullofthame * 
and confuſion, aſked, Why weep- 
eth my lord? he anſwered, Becau/: * 
T know the evil that thou wilt do un- 


to the children of Ifrael: their ſtrong | 


_ Holds wilt thou ſet on fire, and thei * 


young men wilt thou flay with the 


ſword, and wilt daſh their children, 


and rip up their women with child | 


Thus much did the man of God 


ſay and know of him, by a light * 
darted into his mind from hea- 


ven. But Hazael, not knowing | * 
himſelf ſo well as the other did, 
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rl was ſtartled and amazed at the 
relation, and would not believe 
it poſſible, that a man of his 
* temper could ever run out into 
ſuch enormous inſtances of cru- 
elty and inhumanity : What, ſays 
he, zs thy ſervant a dog, that he ſhould 
o this great thing? 


highly probable, that he was 


$ E yet, for all this, it is 
then that very man he could not 


i 
0 imagine himſelf to be: for we 
n, und him, on the very next day 
z After his return, in a very treach- 
od Erous and diſloyal manner, mur- 
ht dering his own maſter, and u- 
a. Jurping his kingdom; which 


was but a prologue to the ſad 
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tragedy which he afterwards 
acted upon the people of lrael. 


And now the caſe is but very 
little better with moſt men than 
it was with Hazael. However it 
cometh to paſs, they are won- 
derfully unacquainted with their 
own temper and diſpoſition, and 
know very little of what paſleth 
within them: for of ſo many 
proud, ambitious, revengeful, 
envying, and ull-natured per- 
{ons thatare in the world, where 
1s there one of them, who, al- 
though he hath all the ſymp- 
toms of the vice appearing up- 
on every occaſion, can look with 


ſuch an impartial eye upon him- 


ſelf, as to believe that the impu- 
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tation thrown upon him 1s not 
alrogether groundleſs and un- 
fair? who, if he were told, by 
men of a diſcerning ſpirit and a 
ſtrong conjecture, of all the evil 
and abſurd things which that 


talſe heart of his would at one 
time or other betray him into, 


would not believe as little, and 


wonder as much as Hazael did 
before him? Thus, for inſtance, 
tell an angry perſon, that he is 
weak and impotent, and of no 
conſiſtency of mind; tell him, 
that ſuch or ſuch a little acci- 


dent, which he may then diſ- 


piſe, and think much below a 
paſſion, ſhall hereafter make 


him ſay and do ſeveral abſurd, 


indiſcreet, and miſbecoming 
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things: he may perhaps own, 
that he hath a ſpirit of reſent- 
ment within him, that will not 
let him be impoſed on; but he 
fondly imagines, that he can 
lay a becoming reſtaint upon it 


when he pleaſes, although it is! 
ever running away with him in. 


to ſome indecency or other. 


Therefore, to bring down the 


words of my text to our preſent 
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occaſion, I ſhall endeavour, in a 


further proſecution of them, to 


evince the great neceſſity of 2 
nice and curious inſpection into 


the ſeveral receſſes oſ the heart; 
that being the ſureſt and the 
ſhorteſt method that a wicked 
man can take to reform himſelt, 


png nk wks 
* 


W ads 
. 


2 _- 5 


th 


p 
4 0 a . ** 7 ts 2 1 . 5 5 1 5 4 KID * 2 * 2 3s 4 
K ood tO BRO LOI - oe fe} 


9 — ac tint; 9 *** 


SERMON V. 149 


For let us but ſtop the fountain, 
and the ſtreams will ſpend and 


aſte themſelves away in a very 
little time: but if we go about, 
like children, to raiſe a bank, 
and to ſtop the current, not tak- 
ing notice all the while of the 
pring which continually feed- 


th it; when the next flood of 


a temptation riſeth, and break- 
eth in upon it, then we thall find, 
that we have begun at the 
wrong end of our duty, and that 
we are very little more the bet- 


Fer for it, than if we had ſat 


ill, and made no advances at 
all. 


But, in order to a clearer ex- 
planation of the point, 1 ſhall 
1.2 
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ſpeak to theſe following Parti- 
culars. 


I. By endeavouring to prove, 
from particular inſtances, that 
man 1s generally the moſt 1gno- 
rant creature in the world of 
himſelf. 


II. By inquiring into the 
grounds and reaſons of this ig- 
norance. 


III. and laſtly, By propoſing 
ſeveral advantages that do moſt 
aſſuredly attend a due improve- 
ment in the knowlege of Our- 
ſelves. - 


| 1. Fir then, To prove that 
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man is generally the moſt igno- 


rant creature in the world of 
himſelf. 


To purſue the heart of man 
through all the inſtances of life, 
in all its ſeveral windings and 
turnings, and under that infinite 
variety of ſhapes and appearan- 
ces which it putteth on, would 
be a difficult and almoſt impoſ- 
ſible undertaking: ſo that I ſhall 
confine myſelf to ſuch as have a 
nearer reference to the preſent 
occaſion, and do, upon a cloſer 
view, ſhew themſelves through 
the whole buſineſs of repentance. 
For we all know what it is to re- 
pent; but whether he repenteth 
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him truly of his ſins or not, who | | 


can know it? 


Now, the great duty of repen- 
tance is chiefly made up of theſe 
two parts; a hearty ſorrow for 
the follies and miſcarriages of | 
the time paſt, and a full purpoſe | 
and reſolution of amendment 
for the time to come. And now, 
to ſhew the falſeneſs of the heart | 
in both theſe parts of repentance. | 


And, 


Firſt, As toa hearty ſorrow for | 
the ſins and miſcariages of the 
time paſt: Is there a more uſu- 
al thing than for a man to im- 
pole upon himſelf, by putting 
on a grave and demure counte- 
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2 nance, by caſting a ſevere look 
| into his paſt conduct, and mak- 
| ing ſome pious and devout re- 

2 flections upon it, and then to be- 
2 lieve that he hath repented to 

an excellent purpoſe, without e- 

ver letting it ſtep forth into prac- 

* tice, and ſhew itſelf in a holy 
2 converſation? Nay, ſome per- 
* ſons do carry the deceit a little 
higher; who, if they can but 
bring themſelves to weep for 
their fins, are then full of an ill- 
grounded confidence and ſecu- 
rity; never conſidering, that all 
this may prove to be no more 
than the very garb and outward 
dreſs of a contrite heart, which 
another heart, as hard as the 
nether millſtone, may as well 
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put on. For tears and ſighs, 
however in ſome perſons they 
may be decent and commenda- 
ble expreſſions ofa godly ſorrow, 
are neither neceſſary, nor infal- 
lible ſigns of a true and unteign- 
ed repentance: not neceſſary, be- 
cauſe ſometimes, and in ſome 
perſons, the inward griet and 
anguith of the mind may be too 
big to be expreſſed by ſo little a 
thing as a tear; and then it turn- 
eth its edge inwards upon the 


mind; and, like thoſe wounds of 


the body which bleed inwardly, 
it generally proves the molt fatal 
and dangerous to the whole bo- 
dy of fin: not infallible, becauſe 
a very ſmall portion of ſorrow 
may make ſome tender diſpoſi- 
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tions melt, and break out into 
tears; Or a man may perhaps 


weep at parting with his fins, as 


he would to bid the laſt fare- 
well to an old friend, that he 
was ſure never to {ee again. 


But there is {till a more pleaſ- 
ant cheat in this affair, that 
when we find a deadneſs, and 
a ſtrange kind of unaptneſs and 
indiſpoſition to all impreſſions of 
religion, and that we cannot be 
as truly ſorry for our ſins as we 
ſhould be, we then pretend to 


be ſorry that we are not more 
ſorry for them; which is not 


leſs abſurd and irrational, than 


that a man ſhould pretend to be 


very angry at a thing, becauſe 
U 
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he did not know how to be an-“ 


gry at all. 


But after all, what is wanting 
in this part of repentance, we 


expect to make it up in the next; 
and to that purpoſe we put on a 


reſolution of amendment, which 


we take to be as firm as a houſe 


built upon a rock; ſo that let 
the floods ariſe, and the wind: 


blow, and the ſtorms beat vehe- 


mently upon it, nothing ſhall 


ſhake it into ruin and diſorder, 


We doubt not, upon the ſtrength 


of this reſolve, to ſtand faſt and 
unmoved amidſt the ſtorm of a 
temptation; and do firmly be- 
lieve, at the time we make it, 
that nothing in the world will 
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4 
ever be able to make us com- 


If 
mit thoſe ſins over again, which 


we have ſo firmly reſolved a- 


f gainſt. 


; 


4 


: Thus many a time have we 
come to the ſacrament of the 
Lord's ſupper, with a full pur- 
poſe of amendment, and with as 
full a perſuaſion of putting that 
ſame purpoſe into practice; and 
yet have we not all as often broke 
that good purpoſe, and falſiſied 
chat ſame perſuaſion, by ſtarting 
aſide, like a broken bow, into 


| thoſe very {ins which we then 


ſo ſolemnly and fo confidently 


declared againſt? 


A 
. 


Whereas, had but any other 
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perſon entered with us into a 
vow 1o ſolemn, that he had tak- 
en the holy ſacrament upon it, | 
believe had he but once deceiv-| 
ed us by breaking in upon the 
vow, we ſhould hardly ever af. 
ter be prevailed upon to trull 
that man again, although we 
ſtill continue to truſt our own 


hearts, againſt reaſon and again 
experience. 


This indeed is a dangerous de- 
ceit enough; and will of courſe 
betray all thoſe well- meaning 
perſons into ſin and folly, who 
are apt to take religion for a 
much eaſier thing than it is. But 
this is not the only miſlake we 
are apt to run into: we do not 
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only think ſometimes that we 


can do more than we can do, 
but ſometimes that we arc inca- 


pable of doing leſs: an error of 
another kind indeed, but not leſs 


| dangerous, ariſing from a diffi- 
| dence and falſe humility ; for 


how much a wicked man can 
do in the buſineſs of religion, if 


he would but do his beſt, is ve- 


ry often more than he can tell. 


Thus nothing 1s more com- 
mon, than to ſce a wicked man 
running headlong into fin and 
folly, againſt his reaſon, againſt 
his religion, and againſt his God. 
Tell him, that what he is going 
to do will be an infinite diſpa- 


ragement to his underſtanding, 
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which at another time he ſetteth 
no {mall value upon; tell him, 
that it will blacken his reputa- 
tion, which he had rather dic 
for than loſe; tell him, the plea- 
{ure of the ſin is ſhort and tran- 
fient, and leaveth a vexatious 
kind of ſting behind it, which 
will very hardly be drawn forth ; 


tell him, that this 1s one of thoſe 


things for which God will moſt 
ſurely bring him to judgment, 
which he pretendeth to believe 
with a full aſſurance and perſua- 
ſion: and yet, for all this, he 
ſhutteth his eye againſt all con- 
viction, and ruſheth into the 
fin, like a horſe into the battle; 
as if he had nothing left to do, 
but, like a ſilly cbild, to wink 
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hard, and to think to eſcape a 
certain and infinite miſchief, on- 
ly by endeavouring not to ſee it. 


And now to ſhew that the 
heart hath given in a falſe re- 
port of the temptation, we may 
learn from this, that the ſame 
weak man would reſiſt and ma- 
ſter the ſame powerful tempta- 


tion, upon conſiderations of infi- 
nitely leſs value than thoſe which 
religion offereth, nay, ſuch vile 
conſiderations, that the grace of 
God cannot, without blaſphemy, 


be ſuppoſed to add any manner 


of force and efficacy to them. 
Ihus, for inſtance, it would be 
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an hard matter to dreſs up a ſin 


in ſuch ſoft and tempting cir- 
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cumſtances, that a truly covet- 
ous man would not reſiſt for a 
conſiderable ſum of money; 
when neither the hopes of hea- 
ven nor the fears of hell could 
make an impreſſion upon him 
before. But can any thing bea 
ſurer indication of the deceitful- 
neſs of the heart, than thus to 
ſhew more courage, reſolution, 
and activity, in an ill cauſe, 
than it doth in a good one? and 
to exert itſelf to better purpoſe, 
when it is to ſerve its own pride, 
or luſt, or revenge, or any other 
paſſion, than when it is to ſerve 


God upon the motives of the gol- 


pel, and uponall the arguments 
that have ever been made uſe of 
to bring men over to religion 
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and a good life? And thus hav- 


ing ſhewn that a man is wonder- | 
fully apt to deceive and impoſe { 
upon himſelf, in paſſing through | 
the ſeveral ſtages of that great 

duty, repentance, I proceed now, 


in the 


II. Second place, To inquire 
into the grounds and reaſons of 
this ignorance, and to ſhew 
whence it cometh to paſs, that a 
man, the only creature in the 
world that can reflect and look in- 
to himſelf, ſhould know ſo little 
of what paſſeth within him, and 
be ſo very much unacquainted 
even with the ſtanding diſpoſiti- 
ons and complexion of his own 
heart. The prime reaſon of it 
X 
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is, becauſe we ſo very ſeldom 
converſe with ourſelves, and take 
ſo little notice of what paſleth 
within us. For a man can no 
more know his own heart than 
he can know his own face, any 
other way than by reflection 
he may as well tell over every 
feature of the ſmaller portions 
of his face without the help of a 
looking-glaſs, as he can tell all 
the inward bents and tendencies 
of the ſoul, thoſe ſtanding fea- 


tures and lineaments of the in- 
ward man, and know all the va-| 


rious changes that this is liable 
to, from cuſtom, from paſlion, 


and from opinion, without a ve-| 
ry frequent uſe of looking with- Þ 


in himſelf, 
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For our paſſions and inclina- 
tions are not always upon the 
wing, and always moving to- 
wards their reſpective objects; 
but retire now and then into the 
more dark and hidden receſſes 
of the heart, where they lie con- 
cealed for a while, until a freſh 
: occaſion calls them forth again; 
' ſo that not every tranſient, ob- 
lique glance upon the mind, can 
bring a man into a thorough 
' knowlege of all its ſtrengths and 
weakneſſes; for a man may 
ſometimes turn the eye of the 
mind inward upon itſelf, as he 
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may behold his natural face in 


a glaſs, and go away, and ſtraight 
| forget what manner of man he 
K 2 


| 

z 

' 

l 

4 

4 

! 

| 

„ 

: 

0 

4 
il 
{1 
© 


——_— 
— = . 


£966 S ERM ON V. 


was. But a man muſt rather ſit 
down, and unravel every action 
of the paſt day into all its cir- 
cumſtances and particularities, 
and obſerve how every little 
thing moved and affected him, 
and what manner of impreſſion 
it made upon his heart: this 
done with that frequency and 
carefulneſs which the impor- 
tance of the duty doth require, 
would in a ſhort time bring him 
into a near and intimate acquain- 
tance with himſelf. 


But when men, inſtead of this, 
do paſs away months and years 
in a perfect {lumber of the mind 
without once awaking it, it is 
no wonder they ſhould be ſo ve- 
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ry ignorant of themſelves, and 
know very little more of what 
paſſeth within them, than the 
very beaſts which periſh. But 
here it may not be amiſs to in- 
quire into the reaſons why moſt 
men have ſo little converſation 
with themſelves. 


And /, Becauſe this reflecti- 
on is a work and labour of the 
mind, and cannot be performed 
without ſome pain and difficul- 
ty. For beforea man can reflect 
upon himſelf, and look into his 
heart with a ſteady eye, he muſt 
contract his fight, and collect all 
his ſcattered androvingthoughts 
into ſome order and compaſs, 
that he may be able to take a 
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clear and diſtinct view of them; 
he muſt retire from the world 


for a while, and be unattentive 


to all impreſſions of ſenſe: and . 


how hard and painful a thing 
muſt it needs be to a man of pal 


ſion and infirmity, amidſt ſuch; 
a croud of objects that are con- 


tinually ſtriking upon the ſenſe 
and ſoliciting the affections, not 


to be moved and interrupted by 


one or other of them? But, 


2dly, Another reaſon why we 


ſo ſeldom converſe with our- 
ſelves, is, becauſe the buſineſs * 


of the world taketh up all our 


time, and leaveth us no portion 
of it to ſpend upon this great 


work and labour of the mind. 
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Thus twelve or fourteen years 
paſs away before we can well 
diſcern good from evil; and of 
the reſt ſo much goeth away in 
#ſleep, ſo much in the ordinary 
Z buſineſs of life, and ſo much in 
the proper buſineſs of our cal- 
lings, that we have none to lay 
out upon the more ſerious and 
religious employments. Every 
man's life is an imperfect ſort of 
circle, which he repeateth and 
runneth over every day ; he 
! hath a ſet of thoughts, deſires, 
and inclinations, which return 
upon him in their proper time 


and order, and will very hardly 


3 be laid aſide to make room for 
ö any thing new and uncommon: 
o that call upon him when you 
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pleaſe, to ſet about the ſtudy of 
his own heart, and you are ſure 
to find him pre- engaged; either 
he hath ſome buſineſs to do, or 
{ſome diverſion to take, ſome ac- 
_ quaintance that he mult viſit, or 
ſome company that he mult en- 
tertain, or ſome croſs accident 
hath put him out of humour, 
and unfitted him for ſuch a grave 
employment. And thus it comes 
to paſs, that a man can never 
find leiſure to look into himſelf, 
becauſe he doth not ſet apart 
ſome portion of the day for that 
very purpole, but fooliſhly de- 
ferreth it from one day till ano- 
ther, until his glaſs is almoſt 
run out, and he is called upon 
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to give a miſerable account of 


himſelf in the other world. But, 


zaly, Another reaſon why a 
man doth not more frequently 


' converſe with himſelf, is, be- 


\ cauſe ſuch a converſation with 


his own heart may diſcover ſome 
vice or ſome infirmity lurking 


- withing him, which he is very 


unwilling to believe himſelf 
guilty of. For can there be a 
more ungrateful thing to a man, 


than to find, that, upon a near- 


er view, he is not that perſon he 
took himſelf to be? that he hath 


neither the courage, nor the ho- 


neſty, nor the piety, nor the hu- 


mility, that he dreamed he had? 
that a very little pain, for in- 
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ſtance, putteth him out of pati. 
ence, and as little pleaſure ſoften- 
eth and diſarmeth him into 
eaſe and wantonneſs ? that he 
hath been at more pains, and 
labour, and coſt, to be revenge 
of an enemy, than to oblige the 
beſt friend he hath in the world 
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that he cannot bring himſelf to 


ſay his prayers without a great 
deal of reluctancy; and when 
he doth ſay them, the ſpirit and 


fervour of devotion evaporate in 
a very ſhort time, and he can} 
{carcely hold out a prayer of ten 
lines, without a number of idle 
and impertinent, if not vain and 


wicked thoughts coming into 
his head? Theſe are very un- 
welcome diſcoveries that a man 
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may make of himſelf; ſo that 
it is no wonder that every one 


| who is already fluſhed with a 


good opinion of himſelf, ſhould 
| rather ſtudy how to run away 


from it, than how to converſe 
with his oven heart. 


But further, If a man were 
both able and willing to retire 
; into his oven heart, and to ſet a- 
part ſome portion of the day 
for that very purpoſe; yet he is 
ill diſabled from paſling a fair 
and impartial judgment UPON 
himſelf, by ſeveral difficulties, 
ariſing partly from prejudice 
and prepoſſeſſion, partly from 


1 


the lower appetites and incl- 


J nations, And, 
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1//, That the buſineſs of pre. 


poſſeſſion may lead and betray 


a man into a falſe judgment of 
his own heart. For we may ob 
ſerve, that the firſt opinion we 
take up of any thing, or of any 
perſon, doth generally ſtick cloſe 
to us; the nature of the mind 
being ſuch, that it cannot bu 
deſire, and conſequently endea/ 
vour, to have ſome certain prin: 
ciples to: go upon, ſomethin; 
fixed and immoveable, where 
upon it may reſt and ſupport ir 


ſelf. And hence it cometh to 


paſs, that ſome perſons are with 
o much difficulty brought to 


think well of a man they have 


entertained an ill opinion of; 
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and, perhaps, that too fora very 
? abſurd and unwarrantable rea- 


ſon. But how much more difh- 


cult then muſt it be, for a man 
who taketh up a fond opinion 
of his own heart, long before 
he hath either years or ſenſe 
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enough to underſtand it, either 
to be perſuaded out of it by 
himſelf, whom he loveth fo 
well, or by another, whole inte- 
reſt or diverſion it may be to 
make him aſhamed of himſelf ? 
Then, 


2dly, As to the difhculties a- 
riſing from the inferior appetites 
and inclinations, let any man 
look into his own heart, and ob- 
{ſerve in how different a light, 
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and under what different com- 
plexions, any two ſins, of equal 
turpitude and malignity, do ap- 
pear to him, if he hath but a 
ſtrong inclination to the one, 
and none at all to the other. 
That which he hath an inclina- 
tion to, is always dreſſed up in 


all the falſe beauty that a fond | 
and buſy imagination can give | 


it; the other appeareth naked 
and deformed, and in all the 
true circumſtances of folly and 


diſhonour. Thus, ſtealing is a | 


vice that few gentlemen are in- 
clined to; and they juſtly think 


it below the dignity of a man, to 


ſtoop to ſo baſe and low a fin: but 
no principle of honour, no work- 
ings of the mind and conſcience, 
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not the ſtill voice of mercy, not 
the dreadful call of judgment, 
nor any conſiderations whatever, 
can put a ſtop to that violence 
and oppreſſion, that pride and 
ambition, that revelling and 
wantonneſs, which we every 
day meet with in the world. 
Nay, it is eaſy to obſerve very 
different thoughts in man, of 
the fin that he is moſt fond of, 
according to the different ebbs 
and flows of his inclination to it. 
For as ſoon as the appetite 1s a- 
larmed, and ſeizeth upon the 
heart, a little cloud gathereth a- 
bout the head, and ſpreadeth a 
kind of darkneſs over the face of 
the ſoul, whereby it is hindered 
from taking a clear and diſtinct 
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view of things: but no ſooner 1s 
the appetite tired and ſatiated, 
but the ſame cloud paſleth a- 
way like a ſhadow, and a new 
light ſpringing up in the mind 
of a ſudden, the man ſeeth much 
more, both of the folly and of 
the danger of the ſin, than he 
did before. 


And thus having done with 
the ſeveral reaſons, why man, 
the only creature in the world 
that can reflect and look into 
himſelf, is ſo very ignorant of 
what paſleth within him, and 
ſo much unacquainted with the 
ſtanding diſpoſitions and com- 
plexions of his own heart; I pro- 
ceed now, in the 
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III. Third and laſt place, to 
lay down ſeveral advantages, 


that do mf aſſuredly attend a due 


1 improvement in the knowlege 


of ourſelves. And, 


1. One great advantage is, that 


it rendeth very much to mortity 


and to humble a man into a mo- 


deſt and low opinion of himſelf. 


For let a man take a nice and 
curious inſpection into all the 
ſeveral regions of the heart, and 
obſerve every thing irregular 


and amiſs within him; for in- 
ſtance, how narrow and ſhort- 
ſighted a thing is the underitand- 
ing! upon how little reaſon do 
we take up an opinion, and up- 


2 
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on how much leſs ſometimes 
do we lay it down again! how 
weak and falſe ground do we 
often walk upon, with the big- 
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geſt confidence and aſſurance; 


and how tremulous and doubt- 
ful we are very often, where no 
doubt is to be made! again, how 
wild and impertinent, how bu- 
ſy and incoherent a thing is the 
imagination, even in the bel 
and wiſeſt men; inſomuch that 
every man may be ſaid to be 
mad, but every man doth na 
ſhew it! Then, as to the paſli- 
ons, how noiſy, how et 
and how tumultuous are they! 
How eaſy are they ſtirred and 
ſet a-going! how eager and hot 
in the purſuit, and what ſtrange 
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5 


diſorder and confuſion do they 


loo 2 man into, ſo that he 
can neither think, nor ſpeak, nor 
act, as he ſhould do, while he is 


under the dominion of any one 


of them 


Thus, let every man look 
with a ſevere and impartial eye 


Ento all the diſtinct regions of 


the heart; and, no doubt, ſeveral 
deformities and irregularities 


chat he never thought of, will 


open and diſcloſe themſelves up- 
on ſo near a view; and rather 


| make the man nc of him- 


{elf than proud. 


* — 
x* 


| 2. A due improvement in the 
: | knowlege of ourſelves, doth cer- 
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tainly ſecure us from the ſly and 


inſinuating aſſault of flattery, | 
There is not in the world a baſer, 


and more hateful thing, than 
flattery. It proceedeth from ſo 


much falſeneſs and infincerity | 
in the man that giveth it, and! 
often diſcovereth ſo much weak-· 


neſs and folly in the man that 
taketh it, that it is hard to tell 


which of the two are moſt to be 
blamed. Every man of com- 


mon ſenſe can demonſtrate in 


ſpeculation, and may be fully 
convinced, that all the praiſes 
and commendations of the whole 


world can add no more to the 
real and intrinſic value of 1 
man, than they can add to his 
ſtature, And yet, for all this, 


r 


. 
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men of the beſt ſenſe and piety, 
when they come down to the 
practice, cannot forbear think- 
ing much better of themſelves, 
when they have the good for- 
tune to be ſpoken well of by o- 
ther perſons. 


But the meaning of this ab- 
ſurd proceeding ſeemeth to be 
no other than this: there are few 
men that have ſo intimate an 
acquaintance with their own 
hearts, as to know their own real 
worth, and how to ſet a juſt rate 
upon themſelves; and therefore 


they do not know, but that he who 


praiſes them moſt, may be moſt 
in the right of it. For, no doubt, 
if a man were ignorant of the 


| 
' 
| 
i! 
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true value of a thing he loved 
as well as himſelf, he would 


-meaſure the worth or it accord- 


ing to the eſteem of him who 


biddeth moſt for it, rather than 


-of him that biddeth leſs. 


Therefore the moſt infallible} 
way to diſintangle a man from 


the ſnares of flattery, 1s, to con- 


ſult and ſtudy his own heart; 


for whoever docs that well, will 


hardly be ſo abfurd, as to take 
another man's word, before his 


own ſenſe and experience. 


3. Another advantage from 
this kind of ſtudy, is this, that 
it teaches a man how to behave 
himſelf patiently, when he has 


5 
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* 


the ill fortune to be cenſured and 
abuſed by other people. For a 
man who is thoroughly acquain- 
ted with his owa heart, doth al- 

ready know much more evil of 
himſelf than any body elſe can 
tell him; and when any one 
ſpeaketh ill of him, he rather 
thanketh God, that he can ſay 
no worſe. For could his enemy 
but look into the dark and hid- 
dien receſles of the heart, he con- 
ſidereth what a number of im- 
pure thoughts he might there 
\ 2 ſee brooding and hovering like 
aa dark cloud upon the face of 
the ſoul; that there he might 
take a proſpect of the fancy, and 
view it acting over the ſeveral 
ſcenes of pride, of ambition, of 
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envy, of luſt, and revenge; that 
there he might tell how often a 
vitious inclination hath been re- 


ſtrained, for no other reaſon, but] 
juſt to ſave the man's credit or Þ 
intereſt in the world; and how] 


many unbecoming ingredients 


have entered into the compoſiti- 


on of his beſt actions. And now, 
what man in the whole world 
would be able to bear ſo ſevere 
a teſt, to have every thought and 
inward motion of the heart laid 


open and expoſed to the view of 


his enemies? Bur, 


4. and l[afily, Another advan- ! 1 


tage of this Kind 1s, that it mak- 


eth men leſs ſevere upon other g. 


people's faults, and leſs buſy and 


r 


induſtrious in ſpreading them. 
For a man employed at home, 
inſpecting into his own failings, 
hath not leiſure enough to take 
Fnotice of every little ſpot and 
blemiſh that licth ſcattered up- 
Lon others: or, if he cannot 
eſcape the ſight of them, he al- 

| ways paſſes the moſt eaſy and 
vourable conſtruction upon 
1em. Thus, for inſtance, does 
the ill he Knoweth of a man 
proceed from an unhappy tem- 
per and conſtitution of body! 
he then conſidereth with him- 
lt, how hard a thing it is, not 
4 © | ve born down with a current 


'We blame on the wcaknels of 
: Aa 


the blood and ſpirits; and ac- 
| wreingly. layeth ſome part of 


„„ ———————— 4 . — 


188 SERMON V. 


human nature; for he hath felt 
the force and rapidity of it with- 
in his own breaſt; though per- 
haps, in another inſtance, he 
remembereth how it rageth and 
ſwelleth by oppoſition; and 
though it may be reſtrained, or 
diverted for a while, yet it can 
hardly ever be totally ſubdued. 


Or, hath the man ſinned out 
of cuſtom? he then, from his own 
experience, traceth a habit into 

the very firſt riſe and imperfect 
beginnings of it; and can tell, 
by how ſlow and inſenſible ad- 
vances it creepeth upon theheart; 
how it worketh itſelf by degrees 
into the very frame and texture 


of it, and ſo paſſeth intoa ſecond 
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nature; and conſequently he hath 
a juſt ſenſe of the great difficulty 
for him to learn to do good, who 
hath been ſo long accuſtomed to 
do evil. 


; 
5 
7 
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Or, laſtly, hath a falſe opini- 

on betrayed him into a fin? he 
then calleth to mind what wrong 
apprehenſions he had of ſome 
things himſelf; how many opi- 
nions that he once made nodoubt 
of, he hath, upon a ſtricter exa- 
mination, found to be doubtful 
and uncertain ; how many more 
to be unreaſonable and abſurd. 
He knoweth further, that there 
are a great many more opinions 
chat he hath never yet examined 


into at all, and which, however, 
| Aa 2 
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he ſtill beheveth, for no other 
reaſon, but becauſe he hath be- 
lieved them ſo long already 


without a reaſon, Thus, upon Þ 


every occaſion, a man intimate- 
ly acquainted with himſelf, con- 


ſulterh his own heart, and mak“ 


eth every man's caſe tobe his own, 
(and ſo puts the moſt favoura- 
ble interpretation upon it.) Lei 
every man therefore look into 


his own heart, before he begin- | 


neth to abuſe the reputation of 


another, and then he will hard- 
ly be ſo abſurd, as to throw a 


dart that will ſo certainly re- 


bound, and wound himſelf. 


And thus, through the whole 
courſe of his converſation, let 


him keep an eye upon that one 


22 : 
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great and comprehenſive rule of 
Chriſtian duty, on which hang- 
eth not only the law and the 
prophets, but the very life and 
ſpirit of the goſpel too; What/o- 
* ever ye would that men ſhould do 
unto you, do ye even Jo unto them. 
| Which rule that we may all du- 
ly obſerve, by throwing aſide all 
! ſcandal and detraction, all ſpite 
and rancour, all rudeneſs and 
: contempt, all rage and violence, 
and whatever tendeth to make 
2? converſation and commerce ei- 
ther uneaſy or troubleſome, may 
the God of peace grant, for Je- 
2 ſus Chriſt's ſake, ec. 


* Conſider what has been ſaid, 
and the Lord give you a right | 
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underſtanding in all things. To 
whom, with the Son, and Holy 


Ghoſt, be all honour and glory, 
now and for ever. 
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ExoDUs XX. 16. 


' Thou ſhalt not bear falſe witneſs a- 
; gainſt thy neighbour. 


N thofe great changes that 

'& are made in a country, by the 
* prevailing of one party over ano- 
ther, it is very convenient that 
the prince, and thoſe who are 
in authority under him, ſhould 

'ufe all juſt and proper methods 
for preventing any miſchief to 
Y the public from ſeditious men. 
And governors do well, when 
1 B b 
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they encourage any good ſubjec 


to diſcover (as his duty obligeth ? 


him) whatever plots or conſpi 
racies may be any way danger 


ous to the ſtate: neither are the I 
to be blamed, even when the 


receive informations from bac 
men, in order to find out th 
truth, when it concerns the pub 
lic welfare. Every one inde 
is naturally - inclined to have an 
ill opinion of an informer; al 


though it is not impoſlible, bu bc 


an honeſt man may be called b 
that name. For whoever know: 


eth any thing, the telling o 


which would prevent ſome grea 
evil to his prince, his country, 
or his neighbour, is bound in 


conſcience to reveal it. But the 
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miſchief is, that when parties 
arc violently inflamed, which 
Fkemeth unfortunately to be our 
Eaſe at preſent, there is never 


Wanting a ſetof evil inſtruments⸗ 
Who either out of mad zeal, pri- 


Fate hatred, or filthy lucre, are 
always ready to offer their ſer- 
Vice to the prevailing ſide, and be- 
tome accuſers of their brethren 
| N ithout any regard to truth 
r charity. Holy David num- 


hers this among the chief of his 


ſufferings; Falſe witneſſes are riſen 
Ip againſt me, and ſuch as breathe out 


Fruelty *. Our Saviour and his 


apoſtles did likewiſe undergo 
the ſame diſtreſs, as we read 
f Bb 2 


* Pſal. xxvii. 1 2. 
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both in the e and the 
2 


pave eee 


witneſſing is ſo horrible and!“ 
dangerous in itſelf, and ſo odi- 


ous to God and man: and be- 


cauſe the bitterneſs of too many? 


among us is riſen to ſuch a 


height, that it is not eaſy to know 


where it will ſtop, or how fa 
ſome weak and wicked minds 


may be carried by a miſtaken? 
zeal, a malicious temper, or hope 
of reward, to break this great] 
commandment delivered in the 
text: therefore, in order to pre-| 


vent this evil, and the conſequen- 


ces of it, at leaſt among you who! 


are my hearers, I ſhall, 
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I. FIRST, Shew you ſeveral 
ways by which a man may be 


called a falſe witneſs againſt his 


neighbour. 


II. SECONDLY, I ſhall give 
you ſome rules for your con- 
duct and behaviour, in order to 
detend yourſelves againſt the 


malice and cunning of falſe ac- 
cuſers. 


Ul. And LAsTLx, I ſhall con- 
clude with ſhewing you very 
briefly, how far it is your duty, 


as good ſubjects and good neigh- 


bours, to bear faithful witneſs, 
when you are lawfully called to 
it by thoſe in authority, or by 
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the ſincere advice of your own t 
conſciences. AF t 
1 

I. As to the firſt, there are ſe- Þ 1 
veral ways by which a man may 1 
be juſtly called a falſe witneſs a- t 
gainſt his neighbour. 1 
| 1 
Firſt, According to the direct 0 
meaning of the word, when a 


man accuſeth his neighbour 
without the leaſt ground of truth. 
| 
| 
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So we read, that Jezebel hired two | 
fons of Belial to accuſe Naboth for 
Blaſpheming God and the king, for 
| which, although he was entirely 11 
| innocent, he was ſtoned to death“. ˖ 
5 And in our age it is not eaſy to ] 
| * 1 Kings xxi. 13. 0 
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tell how many men have loſt 
their lives, been ruined in their 


fortunes, and put to an ignomi- 
nious puniſhment by the down- 


right perjury of falſe witneſſes! 
the law itſelf in ſuch caſes be- 


ing not able to protect the inno- 
cent. But this is ſo horrible a 
crime, that in doth not need to 


be aggravated by words. 


A ſecond way by which a man 
becometh a falſe witneſs is, 
when he mixeth falſehood and 
truth together, or concealeth 
ſome circumſtances, which, if 
they were told, would deſtroy 
the falſehoods he uttereth. So 
the two falſe witneſſes who ac- 


cuſed our Saviour before the 
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chief prieſts, by a very little per- 
verting his words, would have 
made him guilty of a capital 
crime; for ſo it was among the 
Jews to propheſy any evil againſt 
the temple. This fellow ſaid, I am 
able to deflroy the temple of God, and 
to build it in three days*; whereas 
the words, as our Saviour ſpoke 
them, were to another end, and 
differently expreſſed: for when 
the Jews aſked him to ſhew 
them a ſign, he ſaid; Deſtroy this 
temple, and in three days I will raiſe 
it up. In ſuch caſes as theſe, an 
innocent man 1s half confound- 
ed, and looketh as if he were 
guilty, ſince he can neither de- 


„Matth. xvi. 61. 
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ny his words, nor perhaps rea- 
dily ſtrip them from the malici- 
ous additions of a falſe witneſs. 


Thirdly, A man is a falſe wit- 
neſs, when, in accuſing his 
neighbour, he endeavoureth to 
aggravate by his geſtures, and 
tone of his voice, or when he 
chargeth a man with words 
which were only repeated or 
quoted from ſomebody elſe. As 
if any one ſhould tell me that he 


heard another ſpeak certain dan- 


gerous and ſeditious ſpeeches, 


and I ſhould immediately ac- 
cuſe him for ſpeaking them 
himſelf; and ſo drop the only 
| circumſtance that made him in- 
nocent. This was the caſe of 
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St. Stephen. The falſe witneſles 
ſaid, This man ceaſeth not to ſpeak 
blaſphemous words againſt this holy 
place and the law. Whereas St. 
Stephen ſaid no ſuch words; but 
only repeated ſome prophecies 


of Jeremiah or Malachi, which 


threatened Jeruſalem with de- 


ſtruction if it did not repent: 
however, by the fury of the peo- 
ple this innocent holy perſon 


was ſtoned to death for words he 


never ſpoke. 


Fourthly, The blackeſt kind of 
falſe witneſles are thoſe who do 
the office of the devil, by tempt- 
ing their brethren in order to be- 


+ Acts vi. 13. 
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tray them. I cannot call to mind 
any inſtances of this Kind menti- 


oned in holy ſcripture. But 1 
am afraid, this vile practice 


hath been too much followed in 
the world. When a man's tem- 
per hath been ſo ſoured by miſ- 


fortunes and hard uſage, that 
perhaps he hath reaſon enough 


to complain; then one of theſe 


ſeducers, under the pretence of 
friendſhip, will ſeem to lament 
his caſe, urge the hardſhips he 


| hath ſuffered, and endeavour to 


raiſe his paſſions until he hath 
{aid ſomething that a malicious 


informer can pervert or aggra- 


vate againſt him in a court of 


juſtice, 


Cc 2 
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Fifthly, Whoever beareth wit- | 


neſs againſt his neighbour, out 
of a principle of malice and re- 


venge, from any old grudge, or | 


hatred to his perſon; ſuch a man 
is a falſe witneſs in the ſight of 


God, although what he ſays is 

true; becauſe the motive or cauſe | 
is evil, not to ſerve his prince or | 
country, but to gratify his own | 


— 


reſentments. And therefore, al- 
though a man thus accuſed may Þ - 
be very juſtly puniſhed by the 
law, yet this doth by no means Þ 
acquit the accuſer, who, inſtead Þ 
of regarding the public ſervice, Þ. 
intended only to glut his private 


rage and ſpight. 


Sixthly, 1 number among falſe . 
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witneſſes all thoſe who make a 
trade of being informers in hope 
of favour and reward; and to 
this end employ their time, ei- 
ther by liſtening in public places, 
to catch up an accidental word ; 
or in corrupting men's ſervants 
to diſcover any unwary expreſſi- 
on of their maiter; or thruſting 
themſelves into company, and 
then uſing the moſt indecent 
ſcurrilous language; faſtening a 
thouſand falſehoods and ſcandal 
upon a whole party, on purpoſe 
toprovoke ſuch ananſweras they 
may turn to an accuſation. And 
truly this ungodly race is ſaid to 
be ſo numerous, that men of diffe- 
rent parties can hardly converſe 
together with any ſecurity. E- 
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ven the pulpit hath not been free 


from the miſrepreſentations of 


theſe informers; of whom the 


clergy have not wanted occaſi- 


ons to complain with holy Da; 
vid : They daily miſtake my words, 
all they imagine is to do me evil. Nor 


is it any wonder at all, that this 


trade of informing ſhould be 
now in a flouriſhing condition, 
ſince our caſe is manifeſtly thus. 
We are divided into two parties, 
with very little charity or tem- 
per towards cach other: the pre- 
vailing fide may talk of paſt 
things as they pleaſe, with ſe- 
curity; and generally do it in 


the moſt provoking words they 


can invent; while thoſe who are 


.down are ſometimes tempted to 
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ſpeak in favour of a loſt cauſe, 
and therefore, without great 
caution, muſt needs be often 
caught tripping, and thereby 
furniſh plenty of materials for 
witneſſes and informers. 


Laſily, Thoſe may be well rec- 
koned among falſe witneſſes a- 
gainſt their neighbour, who 
bring him into trouble and pu- 
niſhment by ſuch accuſations as 


are of no conſequence at all to 


thepublic, nor can beofanyother 
uſe but to create vexation. Such 
witneſſes are thoſe, who cannot 


hear an idle intemperate expreſ- 


ſion, but they muſt immediately 
run to the magiſtrate to inform; 
or perhaps wrangling in their 
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cups over night, when they were 
not able to ſpeak or apprehend 
three words of common ſenſe, 
will pretend to remember every 
thing in the morning, and think 


themſelves very properly quali- 


fied to be accuſers of their bre- 
thren. God be thanked, the 
throne of our | king is too firm- 
ly ſettled to be ſhaken by the fol- 
ly and raſhneſs of every ſottiſh 
companion. And I do not in 
the leaſt doubt, but when thoſe 
in power begin to obſerve the 
falſchood, the prevarication, the 
aggravating manner, the treach- 
ery and ſeducing, the malice and 
revenge, the love of lucre; and 


+ GEORGE 1, 


1 
. 

Y 

N 

; 


S 


4 


SERMON VI. 211 


laſtly, the trifling accuſations in 
too many wicked people, they 
will be as ready to diſcourage 
every ſort of thoſe whom I have 
numbered among falſe witnelt- 
es, as they will be to counte- 
nance honeſt men, who, out of 
true zeal to their prince and 
country, do, in the innocence of 


their hearts, freely diſcover what- 
ever they may apprehend to be 


dangerous to either. A good 
Chriſtian will think it ſufficient 


to reprove his brother for a raſh 


unguarded word, where there 
is neither danger nor evil exam- 
ple to be apprehended; or, if he 
will not amend by reproof, avoid 
his converſation. 
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Il. And thus much may ſerve Þ 


to ſhew the ſeveral ways where- 
by a man may be ſaid to be a 


falſe witneſs againſt his neigh- Þ 


bour. I might have added one 
kind more, and it is of thoſe 


* 
— 4 » 
\,. 4 * „ 
* * 
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who inform againſt their neigh- 


bour out of tear of puniſhment 
to themſelves, which, although 
it be more excuſable, and hath 
leſs of malice than any of the 
reſt, cannot however be juſtified, 
I go on therefore in the ſecond 
head, to give you ſome rules for 
your conduct and behaviour, in 
order to defend yourſelves a- 
gainſt the malice and cunning 
of falſe accuſers. 


It 1s generally agreed, that in- 


* —_ „ 1 > 
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nocence is the beſt protection in 
the world; yet that it is not always 
ſufficient without ſome degree 
of prudence, our Saviour him- 
ſelf intimateth to us, by inſtruct- 


ing his diſciples to be wiſe as fer- 


Pente, as well as innocent as doves. But 


if ever innocence be too weak a 


| defence, it is chiefly ſo in jealous 


and ſuſpicious times, when fac- 


tions are arrived to an high pitch 
of animoſity, and the minds of 
men, inſtead of being warmed 
by a true zeal for religion, are 
| inflamed only by party fury. 


Neither is virtue itſelf a ſufficient 
ſecurity in ſuch times, becauſe 
it is not allowed to be virtue o- 
therwiſe than as it hath a mix- 


ture of party. 
Dd 2 
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However, although virtue and 
innocence are no intallible de- 
fence againſt perjury, malice, 
and ſubornation, yet they are 
great ſupports for enabling us 


to bear thoſe evils with temper Þ 
and reſignation; and it is an un- 


ſpeakable comfort to a good man 
under the malignity of evil mer- 
cenary tongues, that a few years 
will carry his appeal to an high- 
er tribunal, where falſe witnetl- 
es, inſtead of daring to bring ac- 
cuſations before an all- ſeeing 
judge, will call for mountains 
to cover them. As for earthly 


judges, they ſeldom have it in g 
their power; and, God knows, 
whether they have it in ther Þ 


SERMON VI. 215 


will, to mingle mercy with ju- 
ſtice; they are ſo far from know- 
ing the hearts of the accuſers or 
the accuſed, that they cannot 
know their own ; and their un- 
derſtanding is frequently biaſſed, 
although their intentions be juſt. 
They are often prejudiced to 
cauſes, parties, and perſons, 
through the infirmity of human 
nature, without being ſenfible 
themſelves that they are ſo: and 
therefore, although God may 
pardon their errors here, he cer— 


tainly will not ratify their ſen- 
tences hereafter. 


However, ſince as we have ob- 
ſerved, our Saviour preſcribeth 
to us to be not only harmleſs as 
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doves, but wiſe as ſerpents ; give 
me leave to preſcribe to you ſome 
rules, which the moſt ignorant 
perſon may follow for the con- 
duct of his life with ſafety in 
perilous times, againſt falſe ac- 
cuſers. 24 


1/, Let me adviſe you to have 
nothing at all to do with that 
which is commonly called poli- 
tics, or the government of the 
world; in the nature of which 
It 15 certain you are utterly igno- 
rant, and when your opinion is 
wrong, although it proceeds from 
ignorance, it ſhall be an accuſati- 
on againſt you. Beſides, opinions 
in government arerightor wrong 
juſt according to the humour and 
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diſpoſition of the times; and, un- 
leſs you have judgment to diſ- 
tinguiſh, you may be puniſhed 
at one time for What you would 
be rewarded at another. 
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2d4ly, Be ready at all times in 
your words and actions to ſhew 
your loyalty to the king that 
reigns over you. This 1s the 
plain manifeſt doctrine of holy 4 
ſcripture. Submit yourſelves to eve- 
ry ordinance of man for the Lord's ſake, ; 
whether it be to the king as u- 1 
preme, etc. * And another apo- | 
ſtle telleth us, The powers that be | 
are ordained of God, Kings are the 
ordinances of man by the per- 
miſſion of God, and they are or- 
dained of God by his inſtrument 


. . 13. 


218 SERMON VI. 


man. The powers that be, the 
Preſent powers, which are or- 
dained by God, and yet in ſome 
ſenſe are the ordinances of man, 
are what you muſt obey, with- 
out preſuming to examine into 
rights and titles; neither can it 
be reaſonably expected, that the 
powers in being, or in poſſeſſion, 
ſhould ſuffer their title to be 
publicly diſputed by ſubjects 
without ſevere puniſhment. And 
to ſay the truth, there is no du- 
ty in religion more eaſy to the 
generality of mankind, than o- 
bedience to government: I ſay, 
to the generality of mankind); 
becauſe while their law, and 
property, and religion are pre- 
ſerved, it is of no great conſe- 
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2? quence to them by whom they 
are governed, and therefore they 
ure under no npantten : o chad 
| fre a change. 7 


W 34h, In order to prevent a- 
ny danger from the malice of 
falſe witneſſes, be fure to a- 
void intemperance. If it be of- 
ten fo hard for men to govern 
their tongues when they are in 

their right ſenſes, how can they 

hope to do it when they are heat- 
ed with drink! In thoſe caſes moſt 
men regard not whatthey ſay, anil 
too many not what they ſwear; 
neither will a man's memory dif- 
ordered with drunkenneſs ferve 


to defend himſelf, or ſatisfy hi- 


| ſelf whether he be guilty or no. 
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Athhy, Avoid, as much as poſ- 
ble, the converſation of thoſe 
people, who are given to talk of 
public perſons and affairs, eſpe- 
cially of thoſe whoſe opinions 
in ſuch matters are different 
from yours. I never once knew 
any diſputes of this kind ma- 
naged with tolerable temper; 
but on both ſides they only agree 
as much as poſſible to provoke 
the paſſions of each other, in- 
deed with this diſadvantage, that 
he who argueth on the fide of 
power, may ſpeak ſecurely the 
utmoſt his malice can invent; 
while the other lieth every mo- 
ment at the mercy of an inform- 
er; and the law in theſe caſes 
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will give no allowance at all for 


paſſion, inadvertency, or the 


higheſt provocation. 


I come now in the laſt place 
to ſhew you how far it is your 
duty as good ſubjects and good 
neighbours to bear faithful wit- 
neſs, when you are lawfully 
called to it by thoſe in authori- 
ty, or by the ſincere advice of 
our own conſciences. 
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In what I have hitherto ſaid, 
you eaſily find, that I do not 
talk of bearing witneſs in gene- 
ral, which is and may be law- 
ful upon a thouſand accounts in 
relation to property and other 
matters, and wherein there are 
; e 3 
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many ſcandalous corruptions, 
almoſt peculiar to this country, 
which would require to be hand- 
led by themſelves. But I have! 
confined my diſcourſe only to 
that branch of bearing falſe wit- 
neſs, ' whereby the public is in- 
jured in the ſafety or honour of 
the prince, or thoſe in authority 
under him. | 


In order therefore to be a ® 


faithful witneſs, it 1s firſt neceſ. 
ſary that a man doth not under 


take it from the leaſt proſpect of 
any private advantage to himſelf. 
The ſmalleſt mixture of that 
leaven will ſour the whole lump. 
Intereſt will infallibly bias his Þ 


judgment, although he be ever 
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ſo firmly reſolved to ſay nothing 
but the truth. He cannot ſerve 
God and mammon; but as inte- 
reſt is his chief end, he will uſe 
the moſt effectual means to ad- 
vance it, He will aggravate cir- 
cumſtances to make his teſtimo- 
ny valuable; he will be ſorry if 
the perſon he accuſeth ſhould be 
able to clear himſelf; in ſhort, 
he is labouring a point which he 


thinks neceſſary to his own good; 
and it would be a diſappoint- 
ment to him, that his neighbour 


ſhould prove innocent. 


$thly, Every good ſubject is 
obliged to bear witneſs againſt 
his neighbour, for any action 


or words, the telling of which 
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would be of advantage to the 


public, and the concealment 
dangerous or of ill example. Of 


this nature are all plots and con- 
ſpiracies againſt the peace of a 
nation, all diſgraceful words a- 
gainſt a prince, ſuch as clearly 


diſcover a diſloyal and rebelli- 
ous heart: but where our prince 
and country can poſſibly receive 
no damage or diſgrace; where 
no ſcandal or ill example is giv- 


en; and our neighbour, it may 3 
be, provoked by us, happeneth 


privately to drop a raſh or indiſ- 


creet word, which in ftriftneſs 
of law might bring him under 
trouble, perhaps to his utter un- 
doing; there we are obliged, we 
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4 ought, to proceedno furtherthan 
warning and reproof. 


In deſcribing to you the ſeve- 
ral kinds of falſe witneſſes, I 
have made it leſs neceſſary to 
dwell much longer upon this 
head; becauſe a faithful witneſs 
; like every thing elſe is known 
by his contrary: therefore it 
2 would be only repetition of what 

I have already ſaid to tell you, 
that the ſtricteſt truth is requir- 
eld in a witneſs; that he ſhould 

be wholly free from the malice 
of the perſon he accuſes; that 


he ſhould not aggravate the 


! ſmalleſtcircumſtance againſt the 


criminal, norconceal the ſmalleſt 


in his favour; and to crown all, 
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though I have hinted it before, 
that the only cauſe or motive of 
his undertaking an office, ſo 


ſubject to cenſure, and ſo diffi- 


cult to perform, ſhould be the 


ſafety and ſervice of His bande 
and country. 


Under theſe conditions and li- 
mitations (but not otherwiſe) 
there is no manner of doubt, but 
a good man may lawfully and 
juſtly become a witneſs in behalf 


of the public, and may perform 
that office (in its own nature 
not very deftrable) with honour 


and integrity. Forthe command 
in the text 18 poſitive as well as 


negative; that is to ſay, as we 


are directed not to bear falſe wit- 
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neſs againſt our neighbour, ſo 
we are to bear true. Next to the 
word of God; and the advice of 


teachers, every man's conſcience 
ſtrict ly examined will be his beſt 


director in this weighty point; 


and to that I ſhall leave him. 


It might perhaps be thought 


proper to have added ſomething 


by way of advice to thoſe who 


are unhappily engaged in this 
abominable trade and fin of bear- 


ing falſe witneſs; but Jam far 


from believing or ſuppoſing any 
of that deſtructive tribe are now 


: my hearers. I look upon them 
aàs a ſort of people that feldom 


frequent theſe holy places, where 


they can hardly pick up any ma- 


Ff 


2 2 = — — * 


P 


t 

; 

4 l 

t 
1 
' 

0 

77 


— — 
— 


228 SERMON VL 


terials to ſerve their turn, un- 
leſs they think it worth their 
while to miſrepreſent or pervert 


the words of the preacher: and 


whoever is that way diſpoſed, I 
doubt, cannot be in a very good 


condition to edify and reform | 


himſelf by what he heareth. 


God in his mercy preſerve us 
from all guilt of this grievous 
fin forbidden in my text, and 


from the ſnares of thoſe who are 
guilty of it. 


| I ſhall conclude with one or 


two precepts given by Moſes 
from God to the children of Iſ- 


rael, in the xxiud of Exod, 1, 2. 


Thou ſhalt not raiſe a falſe report: | 
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put not thine hand with the wicked, 
to be an unrighteous witneſs. 


Thou ſhalt not follow a multitude 
to do evil, neither ſhalt thou ſpeak in 
a acauſe to decline after many, towreſt 
judgment. 


Now to God the Father, etc. 
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PraiL1P, Chap. iv. Part of the 11th verſe. 


I have learned, in whatſoever ſtate I 
am, therewith to be content. 


THE holy ſcripture is full 
of expreſſions to ſet forth 
the miſerable condition of man 
during the whole progreſs of his 
life; his weakneſs, pride, and 
vanity, his unmeaſurable deſires, 
and perpetual diſappoinments, 
the prevalency of the paſlions, 
and the corruptions of his rea- 
ſon, his deluding hopes, and his 
real, as well as imaginary fears ; 
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his natural and artificial wants; 
his cares and anxieties; the de- 
ſeaſes of his body, and the de- 
ſeaſes of his mind; rhe ſhortneſs 
of his life; his dread of a future 
ſtate, with his careleſſnefs to pre- 
pare for it: and the wiſe men of 
all ages have made the fame re- 
flexions. 


But all theſe are general cala- 
mities, from which none are ex- 
cepted; and, being without re- 
medy, it is vain to bewail them. 
The great queſtion, long debat- 
ed in the world, is, whether the 
rich or the poor are the leaſt mi- 
ſerable of the two? It is certain, 
that no rich man ever deſmed to 
be poor, and that moſt, if not all, 
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poor men deſire to be rich; from 
whence it may be argued, that, 
in all appearance, the advantage 


1 lieth on the ſide of wealth, be- 
* cauſe both parties agree in pre- 


ferring it before poverty. But 


this reaſoning will be found tobe 


falſe: for, I lay it down as a cer- 
tain truth, that God Almighty 
'hath placed all men upon an 
equal foot, with reſpect to their 


happineſs in this world, and the 


capacity of their attaining their 


ſalvation in the next; or, at leaſt, 


if there be any difference, it is 


not the advantage of the rich and 


the mighty. Now, ſince a great 
part of thoſe, who uſually make 
up our congregations, are not 
"of conſiderable ſtation, and ma- 
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ny among them of the lower 
ſort, and ſince the meaner peo· 
ple are generally, and juſtly , 
charged with the ſin of repining 
and murmuring at their own 
condition, to which, however, 
their betters are ſufficiently ſub- 
ject, (although, perhaps, for 
ſhame, not always ſo loud in 
their complaints) I thought it 
might be uſeful to reaſon upon 
this point in as plain a manner 
as I can. I ſhall therefore ſhew, 
firſt, that the poor enjoy many 
temporal bleſſings, which are} 
not common to the rich and the- 
great: and, likewiſe, that the] | 
rich and the great are ſubject toy 
many temporal evils, which are 
not common to the poor. 
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j diſeaſes which often diſable him 
from getting his bread. Such 
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But here I would not be miſ- 
underſtood; perhaps, there is 


not a word more abuſed than 
that of the poor, or wherein the 
world is more generally miſtak- 
en. Among the number of thoſe 
who beg in our ſtreets, or are 
halſ ſtarved at home, or languiſh 
in priſon for debt, there is hard- 
f ly one in a hundred who doth 
not owe his misfortunes to his 


own lazineſs or drunkenneſs, or 


vorſe vices. 


To theſe he owes thoſe very 


vVretches are deſervedly unhap- 
pPy; they can only blame them- 
4 Gg 2 


— . — ” 22 
— - > - -2 
E 4619, Site un wr - <*- 
# = * * a - \ . 4 4 
7 CR. 
__ * > 4 = 


2 — 
— 2 - 


— 


i 


"= 13 


N 2 
A > . 
- S * . 
ACS 


28 


— Sip * , - 
* "i ev 
— RO — —Ib u— 
— Fe 22 1 — . 
+ i —_ * 
2 
2 - * , ” e 


F_— 


— 
— 


— . — —— — 2 


| 


_ — 


— 3 9 


- 

- _— — — * 4 me * 
> 2 T = a 233 0 PR . — 

. # Sp 922 _ l - 


238 SERMON VII. 


ſelves; and when we are com- 
manded to have pity on the poor, 
theſe are not underitood to be of 
the number. 


It is true, indeed, that ſome- 
times honeſt, endeavouring men 
are reduced to extreme want, e- 
ven to the begging of alms, by 
loſſes, by accidents, by diſeaſes, 
and old age, without any fault 
of their own: but theſe are very 

few, in compariſon of the other; 
nor would their ſupport be any 
ſenſible burden to the public, if 
the charity of well-diſpoſed per- F 

ſons were not intercepted by thoſe 
common ſtrolers, who are molt 
importunate, and who leaſt de- 
ſerve it. Theſe, indeed, are pro- 
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perly and juſtly called the poor, 
whom it ſhould be our ſtudy to 
find out or diſtinguiſh, by mak- 
ing them partake of our ſuper- 
fluity and abundance. 


But neither have theſe any 
thing to do with my preſent 
ſubject: for, by the poor I only 
intend the honeſt, induſtrious 
artificer, the meaner ſort of 
tradeſmen, and the labouring 
man, who getteth his bread by 
the ſweat of his brows, in town 
or country, and who make the 
bulk of mankind among us. 


Firſt, I ſhall therefore ſhew, 
firſt, that the poor (in the ſenſe I 
underſtand the word) do enjoy 
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many temporal bleſſings, which 
are not common to the rich and 
great; and likewiſe, that the 
rich and great are ſubject to ma- 
ny temporal evils, which are not 
common to the poor. 


Secondly, From the arguments 
oftered to prove the foregoing 
head, I ſhall draw ſome obſerva- 
tions that may be uſeful for your 
practice. 


I. As to the firſt: health, we 
know, is generally allowed to be 
the beſt of all earthly poſſeſſions, 
becaule it 1s that, without which 
we can have no ſatisfaction in 


any of the reſt. For riches are 


of no ule, if ſickneſs taketh from 
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us the ability of enjoying them, 
and power and greatneſs are then 
only a burden. Now, if we 
would look tor health, it mult 
be in the humble habitation of 
the labouring man, or induſtri- 
ous artificer, who earn their 
bread by the ſweat of their brows, 
and uſually live to a good old 
age with a great degree of 
ſtrength and vigour. 


The refreſhment of the body 
by ſleep is another great happi- 
neſs of the meaner ſort. Their 
reſt is not diſturbed by the fear of 
thieves and robbers, nor is it in- 
terrupted by ſurfeits of intem- 
perance. Labour and plain food 
ſupply the want of quieting 
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draughts; and the wiſe man tells 
us, © that the ſleep of the labour- 
ing man 1s {weet”. As to child- 
ren, which are certainly account- 
ed of as a bleſſing, even to the 
poor, where induſtry is not 
wanting; they are an aſſiſtance 
to their honeſt parents, inſtead 
of being a burden; they are 
healthy and ſtrong, and fit for 
labour; neither is the father in 
fear, leſt his heir ſhould be ruin- 
ed by an unequal match; nor is 
he ſolicitous about his riſing in 
the world, further than to be a- 
ble to get his bread. 


The poorer ſort are not the 
objects of general hatred or en- 
vy; they have no twinges of am- 
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bition, nor trouble themſelves 
with party-quarrels, or ſtate- di- 
viſions. The idle rabble, who 
follow their ambitious leaders in 
ſuch caſes, do not fall within 
my deſcription of the poorer 
ſort; for, it is plain, I mean on- 
ly the honeſt induſtrious poor 
in town or country, who are 
ſafeſt in times of public diſtur- 


bance, in perilous ſeaſons, and 


public revolutions, if they will 
be quiet, and do their own bu- 
ſineſs: for artificers and huſband- 
men are neceſſary in all govern- 
ments: but in ſuch ſeaſons, the 
rich are the public mark, be- 
cauſe they are oftentimes of no 
uſe, but to be plundered; like 
{ome ſort of birds, who are good 
H h 
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for nothing, but their feathers; 


and ſo fall a prey to the ſtrong- 
eſt ſide. 


Let us proceed on the other 
ſide to examine the diſadvantag- 
es that the rich and the great 
lie under, with reſpect to the Þ 
happineſs of the preſent lite. | 


Firſt then: While health, as 
we have ſaid, is the general por- 
tion of the lower ſort, the gout, 
the dropſy, the ſtone, the cholic, * 
and all other diſeaſes are conti· 


nually haunting the palaces of 


the rich and the great, as the na- 
tural attendants upon lazineſs 
and luxury. Neither does the 
rich man eat his ſumptuous fare 
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with half the appetite and reliſh, 
that even the beggars do the 
crumbs which fall from his ta- 
ble: but, on the contrary, he is 
full of loathing and diſguſt, or 
at beſt of indifference, in the 
midſt of plenty. Thus their in; 
temperance ſhortens their lives, 
without pleaſing their appetites. 


Buſineſs, fear, guilt, deſign, 
anguiſh, and vexation are conti- 
nually buzzing about the cur- 
tains of the rich and the powers 
ful, and will hardly ſuffer them 
to cloſe their eyes, unleſs when 
they are dozed with the fumes 


of ſtrong liquors. 


It 1s a great miſtake to ima- 
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gine, that the rich want but few 
things; their wants are more 
numerous, more craving, and 
urgent, than thoſe of poorer men: 
for theſe endeavour only at the 
neceſlaries of life, which make 
them happy, and they think no 
farther: but the deſire of power 
and wealth is endleſs, and there- 
fore impoſſible to be ſatisfied 
with any acquiſitions. 


IF riches were ſo great a 
blefling as they are generally 
thought, they would at leaſt 
have this advantage, to give 
their owners chearful hearts and 
countenances; they would often 
ſtir them up to expreſs their 
thankfulneſs to God, and diſco- 
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ver their ſatisfaction tothe world. 
But, in fact, the contrary to all 
this is true. For where are there 
more cloudy brows, more me- 
lancholy hearts, or more ingra- 
titude to their great Benefactor, 
than among thoſe who abound 
in wealth? And, indeed, it is na- 
tural that it ſhould be ſo, be- 
cauſe thoſe men, who covet 


things that are hard to be got, 


muſt be hard to pleaſe; where- 
as a ſmall thing maketh a poor 


man happy; and great loſles can- 
not befal him. 


It is likewiſe worth conſider- 
ing, how few among the rich 
have procured their wealth by 


Juſt meaſures; how many owe 
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their fortunes to the ſins of their 


parents, how many more to their | 


own? If men's titles were to be 
tried before a true court of con- 
ſcience, where falſe {wearing, 
and a thouſand vile artifices, 
(that are well known, and can 


hardly be avoided in human | 


courts of juſtice) would avail 
nothing; how many would be 
ejected with infamy and dif- 
grace? How many grow conſi- 
derable by breach of truſt, by 
bribery and corruption? How 


many have ſold their religion, | 


with the rights and liberties of 


themſelves and others, for pow- | 


er and employments ? 


And, it is a miſtake to think, 
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that the moſt hardened ſinner, 
who oweth his poſſeſſions or ti- 
tles to any ſuch arts of thieving, 
can have true peace of mind, 
under the reproaches of a guilty 
conſcience, and amidſt the cries 
of ruined widows and orphans, 


I know not one real advan- 
tage that the rich have over the 
poor, except the power of doing 


good to others: but this is an 


advantage which God hath not 
given wicked men the grace to 
make uſe of. The wealth ac- 
quired by evil means was never 
employed to good ends; for that 
would be to divide the kingdom 
of Satan againſt itſelf. What- 
ever hath been gained by fraud, 
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avarice, oppreſſion, and the like, 
muſt be preſerved and increaſed 
by the ſame methods. 


I ſhall add but one thing 
more upon this head, which 1 
hope will convince you, that 
God (whoſe thoughts are not as 
our thoughts) never intended 
riches or power to be neceſſary 
for the happineſs of mankind in 
this life; becauſe it is certain, 
that there is not one ſingle good 
quality of the mind abſolutely 
neceſſary to obtain them, when 
men are reſolved to be rich at a- 


ny rate; neither honour, juſtice, 


temperance, wiſdom, religion, 
truth, or learning; for a {light 
acquaintance with the world 
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will inform us, that there have 


been many inſtances of men in 
all ages, who have arrived at 


poſſeſſions and great dignities, 


by cunning, fraud, or flattery, 
without any of theſe, or any o- 


ther virtues that can be named. 


| Now, if. riches and greatneſs 
were ſuch bleſſings, that good 
| men without them could have 


their ſhare of happineſs in this 
life; how cometh it to paſs, that 


| God ſhould ſuffer them to be of- 


ten dealt to the worſt, and moſt 
profligate of mankind? that they 


| ſhould be generally procured by 
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the moſt abominable means, and 

applied to the baſeſt and moſt 

wicked uſes?” This ought not to. 

be conceived of a juſt, a merci- 
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ful, a wiſe, and Almighty Being. 
We muſt therefore conclude, that Þ 
wealth and power are in their 
own nature, at beſt, but things 
indifferent, and that a good man 
may be equally happy without! 
them, provided that he hatha ſuf. 
ficiency of the common bleſflings Þ 
of human life to anſwer all the 
reaſonableandvirtuousdemand; 
of nature, which his induſtry 
will provide, and ſobriety will 
prevent his wanting. Agur'| * 
prayer, with the reaſons of his} 
with, are full to this purpoſe: 
* Give me neither poverty nor- 
“ riches. Feed me with food 
convenient for me; left I be}? 
* full and deny thee, and ſay, 
*.Who is che Lord; Or, leſt I be 
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% poor, and ſteal, and take the 


name of my God in vain.“ 


From what hath been ſaid, I 


* ſhall, in the ſecond place, offer 
: ſome conſiderations, that may 
be uſeful for your practice. 


And here I ſhall apply myſelf 


2 chiefly to thoſe of the lower ſort, 
for whoſe comfort and ſatisfac- 
tion this diſcourſe is principally 
intended. For, having obſerved 
the great ſin of thoſe, who do 
not abound in wealth, to be that 
of murmuring and repining, 
that God hath dealt his bleſſings 
unequally to the ſons of men, I 
thought it would be of great 


a | 
uſe to remove out of your minds 
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ſo falſe and wicked an opinion, 
by ſhewing that your condition 


is really happier than moſt of 
you imagine. 


Firſt, Therefore, it hath bcen 


always agreed in the world, that Þ | 


the preſent happineſs of man- 
kind conſiſted in the eaſe of our 
body and the quiet of our mind; 
but, from what hath been al- 
ready ſaid, it plainly appears, 
that neither wealth nor power 


do in any ſort contribute to either! 


of theſe two bleſſings. If, on 


the contrary, by multiplying| 


our deſires, they encreaſe our 
diſcontents ; if they deſtroy our 


health, gall us with painful dif-| 
caſes, and ſhorten our life; if 
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they expoſe us to hatred, to en- 
vy, to cenſure, to a thouſand 
temptations, it is not eaſy to ſee 
why a wiſe men ſhould make 
them his choice, for their own 
ſake, although it were in his po- 
er. Would any of you, who are 
in health and ſtrength of body, 
with moderate food and raiment 
carned by your own labour, ra- 
ther chuſe to be in the rich man's 
bed, under the torture of the 
gout, unable to take your natu- 
ral reſt, or natural nouriſhmenr, 
with the additional load of a 
guilty conſcience, reproaching 
you for injuſtice, oppreſſions, 
covetouſneſs, and fraud? No; 
but you would take the riches 
and power, and leave behind 
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the inconveniencies that attend 
them; and ſo would every man 
living. But that is more than 
our ſhare, and God never intend- 
ed this world for ſuch a place of 
reſt as we would make it; for 
the ſcripture aſſureth us, that it 
was only deſigned as a place of 
trial. Nothing 1s more frequent 
than for a man to wiſh himſelf 
in another's condition; yet. he 


ſeldom doth it without ſome re- 
ſerve: he would not be ſo old; 


he would not be ſo ſickly; he 
would not be ſo cruel; he would 
not be ſo inſolent; he would not 
be ſo vicious; he would not be 
ſo oppreſſive; ſo griping; and 
ſo on. From whence it is plain, 
that, in their own judgment, 
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men are not ſo unequally dealt 
with, as they would at firſt ſight 
imagine : for, if I would not 
change my condition with ano- 
ther man, without any excepti- 
on or reſervation at all, I am in 
reality more happy than he. 


Secondly, You of the meaner 
ſort are ſubject to fewer rempta- 
tions than the rich; and there- 
fore your vices are more unpar- 
donable. Labour ſubdueth your 
appetites to be ſatisfied with 
common things; the buſineſs 
of your ſeveral callings filleth up 
your whole time; ſo that idle- 
neſs, which 1s the banc and de- 
ſtruction of virtue, doth not 
lead you into the neighbour- 
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hood of fin: your paſſions are 
cooler, by not being inflamed 
with exceſs, and therefore the 
gate and the way that lead to 
life are not ſo ſtrait or narrow to 
you, as to thoſe who live among 


all the allurements to wickedneſs. 
To ſerve God with the beſt of 


your care and underſtanding, 


and to be juſt and true in your 
dealings, is the ſhort ſum of 
your duty, and will be the more 
ſtrictly required of you, becauſe 
nothing lieth in the way to di- 
vert you from it. 


Thirdly, It is plain from what 
I have ſaid, that you of the low- 
er rank have no juſt reaſon to 
complain of your condition; be- 
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cauſe, as you plainly ſee, it af- 
fordeth you ſo many advantages, 
and freeth you from ſo many 
vexations, ſo many diſtempers 
both of body and mind, which I 
- purſue and torment the rich and 4 
powerful. | 1 
; 

Fourthly, You are to remember 1 

and apply, that the pooreſt per- 1 
ſon is not excuſed from doing 
; | good to others, and even reliey- 
ing the wants of his diſtreſſed 
! neighbour, according to his abi- 
lities; and if you perfom your 
duty in this point, you far out- 
do the greateſt liberalities of the 
rich, and will be accepted of by 
God, and get your reward; for, 
4 it is our Saviour's own doctrine, 
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when the widow gave her two 
mites. The rich give out of 
their abundance ; that is to ſay, 
what they give, they do not feel 
it in their way of living: but the 
poor man, who giyeth out of 
his little ſtock, muſt ſpare it 


from the neceſlary food and rai- 


ment of himſelf and his family. 


And, therefore our Saviour adds, 


* That the widow gave more 


* than all who went before her; | 


* for the gave all ſhe had, even 


“ all her living;” and ſo went | 
home utterly unprovided to ſup- | 


ply her neceſſities. 


| In 


Laſtly, As it appeareth from ea 


what hath been ſaid, that you of 
the lower rank have, in reality, | ; 
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a greater ſhare of happineſs, 
your work of ſalvation is caſier, 
buy your being liable to fewer 
temptations; and as your reward 
in heaven is much more certain, 
than it is to the rich, if you ſe- 
riouſly perform your duty, for 
yours is the kingdom of heaven; 
ſo your neglect of it will be leſs 
excuſeable, will meet with few- 
er allowances from God, and 
will be puniſhed with double 
1 {lripes. For, the moſt unknow- 
ting among you cannot plead ig- 
- F norance in what you have been 
ſo early taught, I hope, ſo often 
inſtructed in, and which is ſo 
n| eaſy to be underſtood, 1 mean 
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God. Perhaps you may think 
you lie under one diſadvantage, 
which the great and rich have 
not; that idleneſs will certainly 
reduce you to beggary; whereas 
thoſe who abound in wealth lie 
under no neceſſity either of la- 
bour or temperance to keep e- 
nough to live on. But this is 
indeed one part of your happi- 
neſs, that the lowneſs of your 
condition, in a manner, forceth | 
you to what is pleaſing to God, 
and neceſlary tor your daily ſup- 
port. Thus your duty and inte- 
reſt are always the ſame. | 


To conclude; ſince our bleſſed 
Lord, who, inftead of a rich and} 
honourable ſtation in this world, 
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was pleaſed to chuſe his lot a- 
mong men of the lower conditi- 
on; let not thoſe, on whom the 
bounty of providence hath be- 


ſtowed wealth and honours, de- 


ſpiſe the men who are placed in 
an humble ſtation ; but rather, 
with their utmoſt power, by 
their countenance, by their pro- 
tection, by juſt payment for their 
honeſt labour, encourage their 
daily endeavours for their vir- 
tuous ſupport of themſelves and 
their families. On the other 
hand, let the poor labour to pro- 
vide things honeſt in the fight 
of all men; and ſo, with dili- 
gence in their ſeveral employ- 
ments, live ſoberly, ri ghtcoully, 
and godly, in this preſent world, 
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that they may obtain that glo- 
rious reward promiſed in the 


goſpel to the poor, I mean the 
kingdom of heaven. 


Now to God the Father, etc. 
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; Wretched Condition of 7. 
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Ps AlL. M. cxliv. Part of the 13th and 14th ver. 


That there be no complaining in our 
frreets. Happy is the —— bat 
ws in Jon a caſe. 


T is a very melancholy re- 


flection, that ſuch a country 
as ours, which 1s capable of pro- 
ducing all things neceſſary, and 
moſt things' convenient for life, 
ſufficient for the ſupport of four 
times the number of its inhabi- 


tants, ſhould: yet he under the 


heavieſt load of miſery and want, 
our ſtreets crowded with beggars, 
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ſo many of our lower ſort of 
tradeſmen, labourers, and arti- 
ficers not able to ſind cloaths and 
food for their families. 


I think it may therefore be of 


- . e * 
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ſome uſe to lay before you the 


chief cauſes of this wretched con- 
dition we are in, and then it will 


be eaſier to aſſign what remedies | 
are in our power towards remov- | 


ing, at leaſt, ſome part of theſe 
evils. 


For it 1s ever to be lamented, 
that we lie under many diſad- 
vantages, not by our own faults, 


which are peculiar to ourſelves, 
and which no other nation un- 
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der heaven hath any reaſon to 
complain of. 


I ſhall, therefore, firſt menti- 
on ſome cauſes of our miſeries, 
which I doubt are not to be re- 
medied, until God ſhall put it 
in the hearts of thoſe who are 
the ſtronger to allow us the com- 


mon rights and privileges of 
| brethren, fellow ſubje&ts, and 


even of mankind, 


The firſt cauſe of our miſery 


is the intolerable hardſhips we ly 
under in every branch of our 
trade, by which we are become 
as hewers of wood, and draw- 
ers of water to our rigorous 
* neighbours, 


LI 2 


— — 


* — IS - N 


— mg 3 


- 
— 


— By. 1 * — — a = 
—ͤ ͤ Vc 
e 
= 2. es 


4 
1 
. 
44 
* f 
4 
1 

ll 


* * « CT 


* 
. mn - —— 2 
- 2 — ate. : —_— * l mm pe —_ R * 2 * 
ut Fes | 8 = 66: aw? 25 1 4? „ ” m—_— 4 * 10 * 9 
we. * 


* 
- P 
— 
— — * — 
— Wea [ * * 


1E . 


__”_ ou _ ——— ũ 
— = 


1 


3 


1 
7 
rr 
ky — "4 


— SE 


278 SERMON VIII. 


The ſecond cauſe of our miſe- 
rable ſtate is the folly, the vani- 


ty, and ingratitude of thoſe vaſt 
numbers, who think themſelves 
too good to hve in the country 
which gave them birth, and (till 


gives them bread; and rather 


chooſe to paſs their days, and 


conſume their wealth, and draw 
out the very vitals of their mo- 
therkingdom, among thoſe who 
heartily deſpiſe them. 


Theſel have but lightly touch- { 


ed on, becauſe I fear they are 
not to be redreſſed, and, beſides, 
I am very ſenſible how ready 
ſome people are to take offence 
at the honeſt truth; and, for 
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that reaſon, I ſhall omit ſeveral 
other grievances, under which 
we are long likely to groan. 


I ſhall therefore go on to re- 
late ſome other cauſes of this 
nation's poverty, by which, it 
they continue much longer, it 
muſt infallibly ink to utter ruin. 


The firſt is, that monſtrous 
pride and vanity in both ſexes, 
eſpecially the weaker ſex, who, 
in the midſt of poverty, are ſuf- 
fered to run into all kind of ex- 
pence and extravagance in dreſs, 
and particularly priding them- 
ſelves to wear nothing but what 
cometh from abroad, diſdaining 
the growth or manufacture of 
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their own country, in thoſe arti- 
cles where they can be better 
ſerved at home with half the ex- 
pence; and this 1s grown to ſuch 
a height, that they will carry 
the whole yearly rent of a good 
eſtate at once on their body. 
And, as there 1s in that ſex a 
ſpirit of envy, by which they 
cannot endure to ſee others in a 
better habit than themſelves, ſo 
thoſe whoſe fortunes can hardly 
ſupport their families in the ne- 
ceſſaries of life, will needs vye 
with the richeſt and greateſt a- 
mongſt us, to the ruin of them- 
ſelves and their poſterity. 


Neither are the men leſs guil- 
ty of this pernicious folly, who, 
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in imitation of a gaudineſs and 
foppery of dreſs, introduced of 
late years into our neighbouring 
kingdom, (as fools are apt to i- 
mitate only the defects of their 
betters) cannot find materials in 
their own country worthy to a- 
dorn their bodies of clay, while 
their minds are naked of every 
valuable quality. 


Thus our tradeſmen and ſhop- 
keepers, who deal in home- 
goods, are left in a ſtarving con- 
dition, and only thoſe encou- 
raged who ruin the kingdom by 


importing amon gſt us fore) gn 
vanities. 


| Another cauſe of our low con- 
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dition is our great luxury, the 
chief ſupport of which is the 
materials of it brought to the 
nation in exchange for the few 
valuable things left us, waere- 
by ſo many thouſand families 
want the very neceſlaries of life. 


Thirdly, In moſt parts of this 
kingdom the natives are from 
their infancy ſo given up to idle- 
neſs and ſloth, that they often 
chuſe to beg or ſteal, rather than 
ſupport themſelves with their 
own labour; they marry with- 
out the leaſt view or thought of 
being able to make any proviſi- 
on for their families; and where- 
as, in all induſtrious nations, 
children are looked on as a help 
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to their parents, with us, for 
want of being early trained to 
work, they are an intolerable 
burden at home, and a grievous 
charge upon the public, as ap- 


peareth from the vaſt number 


of ragged and naked children in 
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town and country, led about by 
ſtroling women, trained up in 
ignorance and all manner of 
VICE. 


Laſtly, A great cauſe of this 
nation's miſery, is that Ægypti- 
an bondage of cruel, oppreſſing, 
covetous landlords, expecting 
that all who live under them 
ſhould make bricks without 
ſtraw, who grieve and envy 


when they ſee a tenant of their 
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own in a whole coat, or able to 
afford one comfortable meal in 
a month, by which the ſpirits 
of the people are broken, and 
made for ſlavery; the farmers 
and cottagers, almoſt through 
the whole kingdom, being to 
all intents and purpoſes as real 
beggars as any of thoſe to whom 
we give our charity in the ſtreets. 


And theſe cruel landlords are e- 


very day unpeopling their king- 


dom, by forbidding their miſe- | | 
rable tenants to till the earth, a- | 


gainſt common reaſon and ju- 
ſtice, and contrary to the practice 
and prudence of all other nati- 


ons, by which numberleſs fami- * 
lies have been forced either to 


leave the Kingdom, or ſtrole a- 
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bout, and increaſe the number 
of our thieves and beggars. 


Such, and much worſe, is our 
condition at preſent, if I had 
| leiſure or liberty to lay it before 
you; and, therefore, the next 
thing which might be conſider- 
ed is, whether there may be any 
- probable remedy found, at the 
| leaſt againſt ſome part of theſe e- 
vuils; for moſt of them are whol- 
ly deſperate. 
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But this being too large a ſub- 
ject to be now handled, and the 
intent of my diſcourſe confining 
me to give ſome directions con- 
cerning the poor of this city, I 

: ſhall keep myſelf within thoſe 
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limits. It is indeed in the power 
of the lawgivers to found a 
ſchool in every pariſh of the 
kingdom, forteachingthemean- 
er and poorer ſort of children to 
ſpeak and read the Engliſh 
tongue, and to provide a reaſon- 
able maintenance for the teach- 
ers. 'This would, in time, abo- 
liſh that part of barbarity and 


ignorance, for which our na- 
tives are ſo deſpiſed by all fo- Þ 
reigners; this would bring them 
to think and act according to the | 

rules of reaſon, by which a ſpi- 


rit of induſtry, and thrift, and 
honeſty would be introduced a- 
mong them. And, indeed, con- 
ſidering how ſmall a tax would 


ſuffice for ſuch a work, it is a 


—— 
* 


— 8 x W . a . as neg 5 8 : 
n Deere a eee . 


UU ERIE ES, 7 


8 ERM ON VIII. 287 


public ſcandal that ſuch a thing 
ſhould never have been endea- 
voured, or, perhaps, ſo much: as 
thought on. 


To ſupply the want of ſuch a 
law, ſeveral pious perſons, in 
many parts of this kingdom, 
have been prevailed on, by the 
great endeavours and good ex- 
ample ſet them by the clergy, to 
erect charity ſchools in ſeveral 
pariſhes, to which very often the 
richeſt pariſhioners contribute 
the leaſt. In theſe ſchools child- 
ren are, or ought to be, trained 
up to read and write, and- caft 
accompts ; and theſe children 
ſhould, if poſlible, be of honeſt 
parents, gone to decay through 
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age, ſickneſs, or other unavoid- 
able calamity, by the hand of 
God; not the brood of wicked 
ſtrollers; for it is by no means 
reaſonable, that the charity of 
well-inchned people ſhould be 
applied to encourage the lewd- 
neſs of thoſe profligate, abandon- 
ed women, who croud our ſtreets 
with their borrowed or ſpurious 


iſlue. | 


In thoſe hoſpitals which have 
good foundations and rents to 
ſupport them, whereof, to the 


ſcandal of Chriſtianity, there are 


very few in this kingdom; I ſay, 
in ſuch hoſpitals, the children 


maintained ought to be only of 
decayed citizens, and freemen, 
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and be bred up to good trades. 


But in theſe ſmall pariſh chari- 
ty ſchools which have no ſup- 
port, but the caſual good will of 
charitable people, I do altoge- 
ther diſapprove the cuſtom of 
putting the children *prentice, 
except to the very meaneſt trades; 
otherwiſe the poor honeſt citizen 
who is juſt able to bring up his 
child, and pay a ſmall ſum of 
money with him to a good ma- 
ſter, is wholly defeated, and the 
baſtard iſſue, perhaps, of ſome 
beggar preferred before him. 
And hence we come to be ſo o- 
ver- ſtocked with prentices and 
journeymen, more than our diſ- 
couraged country can employ; 
and, I tear, the greateſt part of 
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our thieves, pickpockets, and 
other vagabonds are of this 
N | 


| Therefore, in order to make 
theſe pariſh charity ſchools of 
great and univerſal uſe, I agree 
with the opinion of many wiſe 
perſons, that a new turn ſhould 
be given to this whole matter. 


I think there is no complaint 
more jult than what we find in 
almoſt every family, of the fol- 
ly and ignorance, the fraud and 
knavery, the idleneſs and vici- 
ouſneſs, the waſteful ſquander- 
ing temper of ſervants, who are, 
indeed, become one of the ma- 
ny public grievances of the king- 
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dom; whereof, I believe, there 
are few maſters that now hear 
me who are not convinced by 
their own experience. AndIam 
very confident, that more fami- 
lies, of all degrees, have been 
ruined by the corruptions of ſer- 
vants, than by all other cauſes 
put together. Neither 1s this to 
be wondered at, when we conſi- 
der from what nurſeries ſo ma- 
ny of them are received into our 
houſes. The firſt is the tribe of 
wicked boys, wherewith moſt 
corners of this town are peitered, 
who haunt public doors. Theſe, 
having been born of beggars, 
and bred to pelfer as ſoon as 
fey can go or ſpeak, as Fears 
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come on, are employed in the 
loweſt offices to get themſelves 
bread, are practiſed in all man- 
ner of villainy, and when they 
are grown up, if they are not 
entertained in a gang of thieves, 
are forced to ſeek for a ſervice. 
The other nurſery is the barba- 
rous and deſart part of the coun- 
try, from whence ſuch lads 


come up hither to ſeek their for- 


tunes, who are bred up from 
the dunghill in idleneſs, igno- 
rance, lying, and thieving. From 
theſe two nurſeries, I ſay, a 
great number of our ſervants 
come to us, ſufficient to corrupt 
all the reſt. Thus, the whole 
race of ſervants in this kingdom 
have gotten ſo ill a reputation, 
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that ſome perſons from England, 
come over hither into great ſta- 
tions, are ſaid to have abſolute- 
ly refuſed admitting any ſervant 
born among us into their fami- 
lies. Neither can they be juſtly 
blamed; for although it is not 
impoſſible to find an honeſt na- 
tive fit for a good ſervice, yet the 
enquiry 1s too troubleſome, and 


the hazard too great fora ſtranger 
to attempt. 


If we conſider the many miſ- 


fortunes that befal private fami- 
lies, it will be found that ſer- 
vants are the cauſes and inſtru- 


ments of them all. Are our goods 
embezzled, waſted and deſtroy- 
ed It is by the ſloth, the drunk; 
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enneſs or the villainy of ſervants. 
Are we robbed and murdered in 
our beds? It is by contederacy 
with our ſervants? Are we en- 
gaged in quarrels and miſun- 
deritandings with our neigh- 
bours? Theſe were all begun 
and inflamed by the falſe, mali- 
cious, tongues of our ſervants? 
Are the ſecrets of our family be- 
trayed, and evil repute ſpread of 
us? Our ſervants were the au- 
thors. Do falſe accuſers riſe up 
againſt us? (an evil too frequent 
in this country); they have been 
tampering with our ſervants.. 
Do our children diſcover folly, 
malice, pride, cruelty, revenge, 
undutitulneſs' in their words | 
and actions? Are they ſecdduced 
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to lewdneſs or ſcandalous mar- 
riages? It is all by our ſervants. 
Nay, the very miſtakes, follies, 
blunders, and abſurditiesof thoſe 
in our ſervice, are able to ruffle 
and diſcompoſe the mildeſt na- 
ture, and are often of ſuch con- 
ſequence, as to put whole fami- 
lies into confuſion. 


Since therefore not only our 
domeſtic peace and quiet, and 
the welfare of our children, but 
even the very ſafety of our lives, 
reputations, and fortunes have 
{o great a dependance upon the 
choice of our ſervants, I think, 
it would well become the wil- 
dom of the nation to make ſome 
proviſion in ſo important an af 
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fair. But in the mean time, and, 
perhaps, to better purpoſe, it 
were to be wiſhed, that the child- 
ren of both ſexes, entertained in 
the pariſh charity-ſchools, were 
bred up in ſuch a manner as 
would give them a teachable diſ- 
poſition, and qualify them to 
learn whatever is required in a- 
ny ſort of ſervice. For inſtance, 


they ſhould be taught to read 
and write, to know ſomewhat 
of caſting accompts, to under- 


ſtand the principles of religion, 


to practiſe cleanlineſs, to get a. 
ſpirit of honeſty, induſtry, and 


thrift, and be ſeverely puniſhed 


for every neglect in any of theſe 


particulars. For, it is the miſ- 


fortune of mankind, that if they 
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are not uſed to be taught in their 
early childhood, whereby to ac- 
quire what call a teachable diſ- 
poſition, they cannot, without 
great difficulty, learn the eaſieſt 
thing in the courſe of their lives, 
but are always aukward and un- 
handy ; their minds, as well as 
bodies, for want of early prac- 
tice, growing ſtiff and unma- 
nageable, as we obſerve in the 
ſort of gentlemen, who, kept 
from ſchool by the indulgence 
of their parents but a few years, 
are never able to recover the time 
they have loſt, and grow up in 
ignorance and all manner of vice, 
whereof we have too many ex- 
amples all over the nation. But 
to return to what I was ſaying: 
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if theſe charity - children were 
trained up in the mannerl men- 


tioned, and then bound appren- 


tices in the families of gentle- 
men and citizens, (for which a 
latelaw giveth great encourage- 
ment) being accuſtomed: from 
their firſt entrance to be always 
learning ſome uſeful thing, 
would learn, in a month, more 
than another, without thoſe ad- 


vantages, can do in a year; and, 


in the mean time, be very uſe- 
ful in a family, as far as their 
age and ftrength would allow. 
And when ſuch children come 
to years of diſcretion, they will 
probably be an uſeful example to 
their fellow - ſervants, at leaſt 
they will prove a ſtrong check 
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upon the reſt; for, I ſuppoſe, e- 


very body will allow, that one 


good, honeſt, diligent ſervant in 


a houſe may prevent abundance 


of miſchief in the family. 


Theſe are the reaſons for which 
I urge this matter fo ſtrongly, 


and I hope thoſe who liſten to 


me will conſider them. 


I ſhall now ſay ſomething a- 
bout that great number of poor, 
who, under the name of com- 
mon beggars, infeſt our ſtreets, 
and fill our ears with their con- 
tinual cries, and craving impor- 
tunity. This I ſhall venture to 
call an unneceſſary evil, brought 
upon us for the groſs neglect, 
Oo 
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and want of proper manage- 
ment, in thoſe whoſe duty it 1s 
to prevent it. But before I pro- 
ceed farther, let me humbly 
preſume to vindicate the juſtice 
and mercy of God and his deal- 
ings with mankind. Upon this 
particular he hath not dealt ſo 


would imagine, when they ſee 
ſo many miſerable objects ready 
to periſh for want: for it would 
infallibly be found, upon ſtrict 
enquiry, that there is hardly 
one in twenty of thoſe miſera- 
ble objects who do not owe their 
preſent poverty to their own 
faults, to their preſent ſloth and 
negligence, to their indiſcreet 


hardly with his creatures as ſome | 


marriage without the leaſt pro- 
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ſpect of ſupporting a family, to 
their fooliſh expenſiveneſs, to 
their drunkenneſs, and other 
vices, by which they have ſquan- 
dered their gettings, and con- 
tracted diſeaſes in their old age. 
And, to ſpeak freely, is it any 
Way reaſonable or juſt, that thoſe 

Who have denied themſelves ma- 
ny lawful ſatisfactions and con- 
veniencies of life, from a prin- 
ciple of conſcience, as well as 
tprudence, that they might not 
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7 | be a burden to the public, ſhould 

be charged with ſupporting o- 
1 | thers, who have brought them- 
n > ſelves to leſs than a morſel of 
d : bread by their idleneſs, extrava- 
et ; gance, and vice? Yet ſuch, and 
no other, are for the greateſt 
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number not only in thoſe who 
beg in our ſtreets, but even of 
what we call poor decayed houſe- 
keepers, whom we are apt to 
pity as real objects of charity, 
and diſtinguiſh them from com- 
mon beggars, although, in truth, 
they both owe their undoing to 
the ſame cauſes ; only the form- 
er is either too nicely. bred to 
endure walking half naked in 
the ſtreets, or too proud to own 
their wants. For the artificer or 
other tradefman, who pleadeth 
he is grown too old to work or 
look after bufinets, and there- 
fore expecteth athftance as a de- 
cayed houſekeeper; may we not 
ai: him, why he did not take 
care, in his youth and ſtrength 
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of days, to make ſome proviſion 


againſt old age, when he ſaw to 
many examples before him of 
people undone by their idleneſs 
and vicious extravagance? and 
to go a little higher; whence 
cometh it that ſo many citizens 
and ſhopkeepers, of the moft 
creditable trade, who once made 
a good figure, go to decay by 
their expenſive pride and vanity, 
affecting to educate and drets 
their children above their abili- 
ties, or the ſtate of life they 
ought to expect? 


However, ſince the beſt of us 
have too many infirmities to an- 
wer for, we ought not to be ſe- 
vere upon thofe of others; and 
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therefore, if our brother, through 
grief, or ſickneſs, or other inca- 
pacity, is not in a condition to 
preſerve his being, we ought to 
ſupport him to the beſt of our 
power, without reflecting over- 
ſeriouſly on the cauſes that 
brought him to his miſery. But 
in order to this, and to turn our 
charity into its proper channel, 
we ought to conſider who and 
where thoſe objects are, whom 
it is chiefly incumbent upon us 
to ſupport. 


By the antient law of this re- 
alm, ftill in force, every pariſh 
is obliged to maintain its own 
poor, which although ſome may 


think to be not very equal, be- 
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cauſe many pariſhes are very rich, 
and have few poor among them, 


and others the contrary ; yet, I 


think, may be juſtly defended: 
for as to remote country parith- 


es in the deſart part of the king- 
dom, the neceſſaries of life are 


there ſo cheap, that the infirm 


poor may be provided for with 
little burden to the inhabitants. 
But in what I am going to ſay, 
I ſhall confine myſelf only to 
this city, where we are over-run 
not only with our own poor, but 
with a far greater number from 
every part of the nation. Now, 
I ſay, this evi] of being encum- 
bered with ſo many foreign beg- 
gars, who have not the leaſt title 
to our charity, and. whom it is 
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impoſſible for us to - ſupport, 
may be eaſily remedied, if the 

government of this city, in con- 
junction with the clergy and pa- 
riſh officers, would think it 
worth their care; and I am ſure 
few things deſerve it better. For, 
if every pariſh would take a lift 
of thoſe begging poor which 
properly belong to it, and com- 
pel each of them to weara badge, 
marked and numbered, ſo as to 
be ſcen and known by all they 
meet, and confine them to beg 
within the limits of their own 
pariſh, ſeverely puniſhing them 
when they offend, and driving 
out all interlopers from other 
pariſhes, we could then make a 
- computation of their numbers ; 
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they think proper objects, where- 


thoſe pariſhes which bordered 
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and the ſtrolers from the coun- 
iy being driven away, the re- 
mainder would not be too ma- 
ny for the charity of thoſe who 
paſs by to maintain; neither 
would any beggar, although 
confined to his own. pariſh, be 
hindered from receiving the cha- 
rity of the whole town; becauſe, 
in this caſe, thoſe well-diſpoſed 
perſons who walk the ſtreets will 
give their charity to ſuch whom 
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ever they meet them, provided 
they are found in their own pa- 
riſhes, and wearing their badg- 
es of diſtinction. And, as to 


upon the ſkirts and ſuburbs of 
the town, where country ſtrol- 
PP 
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ers are uſed to harbour them- 
ſelves, they muſt be forced to go 
back to their homes, when they 
find no body to relieve them, be- 
cauſe they want that mark which 
only gives them licence to beg. 
Upon this point, it were to be 
wiſhed, that inferior pariſh- offi- 
cers had better encouragement 
given them to perform their du- 
ty in driving away all beggars 
who do not belong to the pariſh, 
inſtead of conniving at them, as 
it is ſaid they do for ſome ſmall 
contribution ; for the whole city 
would ſave much more by rid- 
ding themſelves of many hun- 
dred beggars, than they would 
loſe by giving pariſh officers a 
reaſonable ſupport. 
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It ſhould ſeem a ſtrange, un- 
accountable thing, that thoſe 
who have probably been reduc- 

ed to want by riot, lewdneſs, 
and idleneſs, although they have 
aſſurance enough to beg alms 
publicly from all they meet, 
ſhould yet be roo proud to wear 
the pariſh badge, which would 
turn ſo much to their own ad- 
vantage, by ridding them of ſuch 
great numbers,. who now inter- 
cept the greateſt part of what 
belongeth to them: yet it 1s cer- 

| tain, that there are very many 
who publicly declare they will 
never wear thoſe badges, and 
many others who either hide or 
throw them away: but the re- 
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medy for this is very ſhort, eaſy, 
and ,fuſt, by tying them like va- 
Sabonds and ſturdty beggurs, and 
Forcibly driving dem ot of the 
towh. FE e I 


Therefore, as ſoon as this ex- 
pedient of wearing badges thall 
be-putihipractice, Ido earneſtly 
exhort all thoſe whb hear me, 
never to give their alms to any 
public beggar who doth not ful- 
ly comply with this order, by 
which our number of poor will 
be ſo reduced, that it will be 
much eaſier to provide for the 
reſt. Our-ſhop-toors' Will be mo 
longer erouded with ſo many 
thieves and pick pockets, in beg- 
gars habits, nor our ſtreets :ſo 
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dangerous 'to thofe who are 
forced to walk in the night. 


Thus I have, with great free- 
dom, delivered my thoughts 
upon this fabject, which ſo near- 
I concerneth us. It is certain- 
ly a bad ſcheme, to any Chriſtian 
country, Which God hath bleſſed 
with fruitfulneſs, and where the 
people enjoy the juſt rights and 
privileges of mankind, that there 
ſhould be any beggars at all. 
But, alas! among us, where the 
whole nation itſelf is almoſt re- 
dueed to beggary by the diſad- 
vantages we lie under, and the 
hardfhips we are forced to bear; 
the lazineſs, ignorance, thought- 
leſſneſs, ſquandering temper, 
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flaviſh nature, and uncleanly 
manner of living in the poor 
popiſh natives, together with 
the cruel oppreſſions of their 
landlords, who delight to ſee 
their vaſſels in the duit; I ſay, 
that in ſuch a nation, how can 
we otherwiſe expect than to be 
over-run with objects of miſery 
and want? Therefore, there can 
be no other method to tree this 
city from ſo intolerable a griev- 
ance, than by endeavouring, as 
far as in us hes, that the burden 
may be more equally divided, 
by contributing to maintain our 
own poor, and forcing the ſtrol- 
ers and vagabonds to return to 
their ſeveral homes in the coun- 


try, there to ſmite the conſcience 
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of thoſe oppreſſors, who firſt 


ſtripped them of all their ſub- 
ſtance. ö Tc 


I might here, if the time would 
permit, offer many arguments 
to perſuade to works of charity; 
but you hear them ſo often from 
the pulpit, that I am willing to 
hope you may not now want 
them. Beſides, my preſent de- 
ſign was only to ſhew where 
your alms would be beſt beſtow- 
ed, to the honour of God, your 
own eaſe and advantage, the 
ſervice of your country, and the 
benefit of the poor. I deſire you 
will all weigh and conſider what 
I have ſpoken, and, according 
to your ſeveral ſtations and abi- 
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hries, endeavouy to put it in 
practice; and God give you, good 
ſucceſs, to whom with the Son 
and Holy Ghoſt, be all honour, 


ale. 


The grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, etc. 
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| AcTs, Chap. xx, ver. 9. : 
And there ſat in a window a certain { 
| young man named Eutychus, being | 

fallen into a deep ſleep ; and while 1 

| Paul was long preaching, he ſunk I 

f down with fleep, and fell down 'y 

; from the third loft, and was taken 4 

; up dead. | 

q 

3 HAVE choſen theſe words q 
with deſign, if poſlible, to iq 
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diſturb ſome part in this audi- 
ence of half an hour's ſleep, for 


the convenience and exerciſe 
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whereof this place, at this ſea- 


ſon of the day, is very much ce- 
lebrated. 


There is indeed one mortal diſ- 
advantage to which all preach- 
ing is ſubject; that thoſe who, 
by the wickedneſs of their lives, 
ſtand in greateſt need, have uſu- 
ally the ſmalleſt ſhare; for ei- 
ther they are abſent upon the 
account of idleneſs, or ſpleen, or 
hatred to religion, or in order to 
doze away the intemperance of 
the week; or, if they come, they 
are ſure to employ their minds 
rather any other way, than re- 
garding or attending to the bu- 
ſineſs of the place. 
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The accident which happened 
to this young man in the text, 
hath not been ſuthcient to diſ- 
courage his ſucceſſors: but, be- 
cauſe the preachers now in the 
world, however they may ex- 
ceed St. Paul in the art of ſetting 


men to ſleep, do extremely fall 


ſhort of him in the working of 
miracles; therefore men are be- 
come ſo cautious as to chuſe 


more ſafe and convenient ſtati- 


ons and poſtures for taking their 
repoſe, without hazard of their 
perſons; and, upon the whole 
matter, chuſe rather to truſt their 


deſtruction to a miracle, than 


their ſafety. However, this be- 
ing not the only way by which 
the lukewarm Chriſtians and 
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ſcorners of the age diſcover their 
neglect and contempt of preach- 
ing, I ſhall enter expreſsly into 
conſideration of this matter, and 
order my diſcourſe in the follow- 


ing method: 


Firſt, I ſhall produce ſeveral in- 
ſtances to ſhew the great neglect 
of preaching now among us. 


Secondly, I thall reckon up ſome 
of the uſual quarrels men have 
againſt preaching. 


Thirdly, 1 ſhall ſet forth the 
great evil of this neglect and con- 


tempt of preaching, and diſco- 


ver the real cauſes from whence 
it proceedeth. 
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Laſely, I ſhall offer ſome reme- 
dies againſt this great and ſpread- 
ing evil. 


Firſt, I ſhall produce certain 
inſtances to ſhew the great ne- 


glect of preaching now among 
us. 


Theſe may be reduced under 
two heads. Firſt, men's abſence 
from the ſervice of the church; 
and ſecondly, their miſbehavi- 
our when they are here. 


The firſt inſtance of men's ne- 


| glect, is in their frequent abſence 


from the church. 
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There is no excuſe ſo trivial, 
that will not pafs upon ſome 
men's conſciences to excuſe their 
attendance at the public worſnhip 
of God. Some are ſo unfortu- 
nate as to be always indiſpoſed 
on the Lord's day, and think no- 
thing ſo unwholſome as the air 
of a church. Others have their 
affairs ſo odly contrived, as to 
be always unluckily prevented 
by buſineſs. With ſome'it is a 
great mark of wit, and deep un- 
derſtanding, to ſtay at home on 
Sundays. Others again difeover 
ſtrange fits of lazineſs, that ſeize 
them, particularly on that day, 
and confine them to their beds. 
Others are abſent out of mere 
contempt of religion. And, laſt- 
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ly, there are not a few who look 
upon it as a day of reſt, and 
therefore claim the privilege of 
their caſtle, to keep the Sabbath 


by eating, drinking, and ſleep- 


ing, after the toil and labour of 
the week. Now in all this the 
worlt circumſtance 1s, that theſe 
perſons are ſuch whole compa- 
nies are moſt required, and who 
ſtand moſt in need of a phyſician. 


| Secondly, Men's great neglect 
and contempt of preaching, ap- 
pear by their miſbehaviour when 
at church. 31111 


1417 


If the audience were to be 
ranked under ſeveral heads, ac- 
cording to their behaviour, when 
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the word of God is delivered, 
how mall a number would ap- 
pear of thoſe who receive it as 
they ought? How much of the 
ſeed then ſown would be found 
to fall by the way ſide, upon 
ſtony ground, or among thorns ? 
and how little good ground 
would there be to take it? A 
preacher cannotlook round from 
the pulpit, without obſerving, 

that ſome are in a perpetual 
whiſper, and, by their air and 
geſture, give occaſion to ſuſpect, 
that they are in thoſe very mi- 
nutes defaming their neighbour, 
Others have their eyes and ima- 
gination conſtantly engaged in 
ſuch a circle of objects, perhaps 
to gratify the moſt unwarranta- 
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ble deſires, that they never once 
attend to the buſineſs of the 
place; the ſound of the preach- 
er's words doth not ſo much as 
once interrupt them. Some have 
their minds wandering among 
idle, worldly, or vicious thoughts. 
Some lie at catch toridicule what- 
ever they hear, and with much 
wit and humour provide a ſtock 
of laughter, by furniſhing them- 
ſelves from the pulpit. But, of all 
mifbehaviour, none is compara- 

ble to that of thoſe who come 
here to ſleep: opium is not ſo 
ſtupifying to many perſons as an 
afternoon ſermon. Perpetual 
cuſtom hath ſo brought it about, 
that the words, of whatever 
preacher, become only a ſort of 
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uniform ſound at a diſtance, than 
which nothing is more effectual 
to lull the ſenſes. For, that it is 
the very ſound of the ſermon 
which bindeth up their faculties, 
is manifeſt from hence, becauſe 
they all awake ſo very regularly 
as ſoon as it ceafeth, and with 
much devotion. receive the bleſſ- 
ing, dozed and beſotted with in- 
decencies Iam uiharned to ene 
[Ls 0 d 210 

5%; 8 8 To denken 
a der of the uſual quarrels 
men have againſt preaching, and 
to ſhew the unreaſonableneſs of 
_— | 
12 Such unwarrantable demean- 
or as L have deſcribed, among 
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Chriſtians, in the houſe of God, 
in a ſolemn aſſembly, while their 
faith and duty are explained and 
delivered, have put thoſe WhO 
are guilty upon inventing ſome 
excuſes to extenuate their fault: 
this they do by turning the 
blame either upon the particu- 
lar Preacher, or upon preach- 
ing in general. Firſt, they ob- 
Jer againſt the particular preach- 
er; his manner, his delivery, 
his voice, are diſagrecable; his 
ſtyle and expreſſion are flat and 
low; ſometimes improper and 
abſurd; the matter is heavy, tri- 
vial and inſipid; ſometimes deſ- 
picable, and perfectly ridiculous; 
or elſe, on the other ſide, he runs 
up into unintelligible ſpeculati- 
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328 SERMON XI. 
on, empty notions, and abſtract- 
ed flights, all clad in words a- 
bove uſual underſtandings. 


Secondly, They object againſt 
preaching in general; it is a per- 
fe& road of talk; they know al- 
ready whatever can be ſaid; they 
have heard the ſame an hundred 
times over. They quarrel that 
preachers do not relieve an old 
beaten ſubject with wit and in- 
vention; and that now the art is 
loſt of moving men's paſſions, 
ſo common among the antient 
orators of Greece and Rome. 
Theſe, and the like objections, 
are frequently in the mouths of 
men who deſpiſe the foolithneſs 
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SERMON IX. 329 
of preaching. But let us exa- 
mine the reaſonableneſs of them. 


The doctrine delivered by all 
preachers is the ſame: So we 
preach, and fo ye believe: but the 
manner of delivering is ſuited'to 
the ſkill and abilities of each, 
which differ in preachers juſt as 
in the reſt of mankind. How- 
ever, in perſonal diſlikes of a 
particular preacher, are theſe 
men ſure they are always in the 
right? Do they confider how 
mixed a thing is every audience, 


whoſe taſte and judgment differ, 


perhaps, every day, not only 
from each other, but themſelves? 
And how to calculate a diſcourſe, 


that ſhall exactly fait thlem all; 
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15 beyond the force and reach of 
human reaſon, knowlege or in- 
vention. Wit and eloquence are 
ſhining qualities, that God hath 
imparted, in great degrees, to | 
very few, nor any more to be | 
expected, in the generality of a- 
ny rank among men, than rich- 
es and honour. . But further: 
If preaching in general be all 
old and beaten, and that they | 
are already well acquainted with Þ| 
it, more ſhame and guilt to them 
who ſo little edify by it. Bur, | 
theſe men, whoſe ears are ſo de- 
licate as not to endure a plain 
diſcourſe of religion, who expect 
a conſtant ſupply of wit and elo- | 
QUENCE on a ſubject handled ſo | 
many thouſand times; what | 
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will they ſay when we turn the 
obje&:ion upon themſelves, who 
with all the lewd and prophane 
liberty of diſcourſe they take, 
upon ic many thoutand ſubjects, 
are ſo dull as to furniſh nothing 
hut tedious repetitions, and little 
paultry, nauſeous common-plac- 
es, ſo vulgar, fo worn, or ſo ob- 
VIOUS, as, upon any, other occa- 
ſion, but that of advancing vice, 
would be hooted off the Rage ? 
Nor, laſtly, are preachers juſtly 
blamed for neglecting human 
oratory. to move the paſſions, 
which is not the buſineſs of a 
Chriſtian orator, whole office it 
is only to-work upon faith. and 


reaſon. Allother cloquence hath 


been a perfect cheat, to fur up 
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men's paſſions againſt truth and 
juſtice, for the ſervice of a facti- 
on, to put falſe colours upon 
things, and by an amuſement 
ot agreeable words, make the 
worſe reaſon appear to be the 
better. This is certainly not to 
be allowed in Chriſtian elo- 
quence, and, therefore, St. Paul 
took quite the other courſe; he 
came not with excellency of words, or 
enticing ſpeech of men's wiſdom, but 
in plain evidence of the Spirit and 
power. And perhaps it was for 
that reaſon the young man Eu- 
tychus, uſed to the Grecian elo- 


quence, grew tired and fell ſo 
faſt aſleep. 


I go on, Thirdly, To ſet forth 
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the great evil of this neglect and 
ſcorn of preaching, and to diſ- 
cover the real cauſes from whence 
it proceedeth. 


I think it is obvious to believe, 
that this neglect of preaching 
hath very much occaſioned the 
great decay of religion among 
us. To this may be imputed 
no ſmall part of that contempt 
ſome men beſtow on the clergy; 
for, whoever talketh without be- 
ing regarded, is ſure to be deſ- 
piſed. To this we owe, in a great 
meaſure, the ſpreading of athe- 
iſm and infidelity among us; for, 
religion, like all other things, is 
ſooneſt put out of countenance 
by being ridiculed. The ſcorn 
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of preaching might perhaps have 
been at firſt introduced by men 
of nice ears and reſined tzfe z 
but, it is now become a ſpread- 
ing evil, through all degrees, 
and both ſexes; for, ſince fleep- 
ing, laughing and talking are 
qualities ſufficient to furniſh out 
a critic, the meaneſt and moſt 
ignorant have fet up a title, and 
ſucceeded in it as well as their 
betters. Thus are the laſt efforts 
of retorming mankind rendered 
waolely uſeleſs: How /hall they 
hear, ſaith the apoſtle, without a 


preacher ? But, if they have a 


preacher, and make it a point of 
wit or breeding not to hear him, 
what remedy 1s left? To this ne- 


glect of preaching, we may alſo 


K op er 


SERMON IX 333 


entirely impute that groſs igno- 
rance among us in the very prin- 
cip!es of religion, waich is a- 
mazag to find in perſons who 
very much value their own 
knowlege and underſtanding of 
things; yet, it is a viſible, inex- 
cuſable 1gnorance, even in the 
meaneſt among us, conſidering 
the many advantages they have 
of learning their duty. And, it 
hath been the great encourage- 
ment to all manner of vice: for, 
in vain we preach down ſin to 
a people, who/e hearts are waxed 
groſs, whoſe ears are dull of hearing, 
and whoſe eyes are cloſed. There- 
fore Chriſt himſelf, in his diſ- 
courſes, frequently rouſeth upthe 
attention of the multitude, and 
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of his diſciples themſelves, with 
this expreſſion, He that hath ears 
to hear let him hear. But, among 
all neglects of preaching, none 
is ſo fatal as that of ſleeping in 
the houſe of God; a ſcorner may 
liſten to truth and reaſon, and 
in time grow ſerious; an unbe- 
liever may feel the pangs of a 
guilty conſcience; one whoſe 
thoughts or eyes are wandering 
upon other objects, may, by a 
lucky word, be called back to 
attention: but the {ſleeper ſhuts 
up all avenues to the ſoul: he is 
like the adder, that hearkeneth not 
to the voice of the charmer, charm 
he never ſo wiſely. And, we may 
preach with as good ſucceſs to 
the grave that is under his feet. 
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But the great evil of this ne- 
glect will further yet appear, 
from conſidering the real cauſes 
whence it proccedeth ; whereof 
the firſt, I take to be, an evil 
conſcience. Many men come to 
church to ſave or gain a reputa- 
tion; or becauſe they will not 
be ſingular, but comply with an 
eſtabliſhed cuſtom; yet all the 
while they are loaded with the 
guilt of old rooted fins. Theſe 
men can expect to hear of no- 
thing but terrors and threaten- 
ings, their fins laid open in true 
colours, and eternal miſery the 
reward of them; therefore, no 
wonder they ſtop their ears, and 
divert their thoughts, and ſeck 
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any amuſement, rather than ſtir 
the hell within them. 


Another cauſe of this neglect 


is, a heart ſet upon worldly 


things. Men, whoſe minds are 
much enſlaved to worldly affairs 
all the week, cannot diſengage 
or break the chain of their 
thoughts ſo ſuddenly, as to. ap- 
ply to a diſcourſe that is wholely 
foreign to what they have moſt 
at heart. Tell an uſurer of cha- 
rity, and mercy, and reſtitution, 
you talk to the deat; his heart 
and ſoul, with all his ſenſes, are 
got among his bags, or he is 
gravely afleep, and dreaming of 
a mortgage. Tell a man of bu- 
ſineſs, that the cares of the world 
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choak the good ſeed; that we 
muſt not encumber ourſelves 
with much ſerving ; that the ſal- 
vation of his ſoul is the one 
thing neceſſary: you ſee, indeed, 
the ſhape of a man before you, 
but his faculties are all gone off 
among clients and papers, think- 
ing how to defend a bad cauſe, 
or find flaws in a good one; or, 
he weareth out the time in drou- 


ſy nods. 


A third cauſe of the great ne- 


glect and ſcorn of preaching, a- 


riſeth from the practice of men 
who ſet up to decry and diſpa- 
rage religion; theſe, being zeal- 
ous topromoteinfidelityand vice, 


learn a rote of buffoonry that 
Te 
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ſerveth all occaſions, and refutes 
the ſtrongeſt arguments for pie- 
ty and good manners. Theſe 
have z ſer of ridicule calculated 
tor all ſermons, and all preach- 
ers, and can be extreme witty 


as often as they pleaſe upon the 
ſame fund. 


Let me now, in the laſt place, 
offer ſore remedies againſt this 
great evil. 


It will be one remedy againſt 
thecontemptof preaching, right- 
ly to conſider the end for which 
it was deſigned. There are ma- 
ny who place abundance of me- 
rit in going to church, although 
it be with no other proſpect but 
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that of being well entertained, 
wherein if they happen to fail, 
they return wholly diſappointed, 
Hence it is become an imperti- 
nent vein among people of all 
ſorts to hunt after what they call 
a good ſermon, as if it were a 
matter of paſtime and diverſion. 
Our buſineſs, alas! is quite ano- 
ther thing; either to learn, or, 
at leaſt, be reminded of our du- 
ty, to apply the doctrines deliver- 
ed, compare the rules we hear 
with our lives and actions, and 
find wherein we have tranſgreſſ- 
ed. Theſe are the diſpoſitions 
men ſhould bring into the houſe 
of God, and then they will be 
little concerned about the preach- 
er's wit or eloquence, nor be cu- 
Tt 2 


_—c — TT —ꝛ —— -—-—— pöe — 
S — — — — 


<————_ —_— 


— — — — I - ——— — ä—— —— — — ————ů—ů—- 


: 

4 
1 
SK 7 
1 
1 
93 


332 SERMON 1X. 


rious to enquire out his faults 
or infirmities, but conſider how 
to correct their own. 


Another remedy againſt the 
contempt of preaching, 1s, that 
men would conſider, whether it 
be not reaſonable to give more 
allowances for the ditlerent abi- 
lities of preachers than they uſu- 
ally do: refinements of ſtile, and 
{lights of wit, as they are not 
properly the buſineſs of any 


Preacher, ſo they cannot poſſibly 


be the talents of all. In moſt 
other diſcourſes, men are ſatiſ- 
fied with ſober ſenſe and plain 
reaſon; and, as underſtandings 
uſually go, even that 1s not over 
frequent. Then why they ſhould 
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be ſo over nice and expecting 
for ſenſe, where it is neither ne- 


ceflary nor convenient, 1s hard 
to imagine. 


Lafily, The ſcorners of preach- 
ing would do well to conſider, 
that this talent of ridicule, they 
value ſo much, is a perfection 
very eaſily acquired, and applied 
to all things whatſocver ; nei- 
ther is it any thing at all the 
worſe, becauſe it is capable of 
being perverted to burleſque: 
perhaps it may be more perfect 
upon that ſcore; ſince we know, 
the moſt celebrated pieces have 
been thus treated with the great- 
eſt ſucceſs. It is in any man's 
power to ſuppole a fool's cap on 
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the wiſeſt head, and then laugh 
at his own ſuppoſition. I think 
there are not many things cheap- 
er than ſuppoſing and laughing; 
and if the uniting theſe two ta- 
lents can bring a thing into con- 
tempt, it is hard to know where 
it may end. 


To conclude, Theſe conſiderati- 
ons may, perhaps, have ſome 
effect while men are awake; but 
what arguments ſhall we uſe to 
the ſleeper? What methods ſhall 
we take to hold open his eyes? 
will he be moved by conſidera- 
tions of common civility? We 
know it is reckoned a point of 
very bad manners to fleep in 
private company, when, per- 
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haps, the tedious impertinence 
of many talkers would render it 
at leaſt as excuſable as the dull- 
eſt ſermon. Do they think it a 

ſmall thing to watch four hours 
at a play, where all virtue and 
religion are openly reviled; and 
can they not watch one half 
hour to hear them defended? Is 
this to deal like a judge, (I mean 
like a good judge) to liſten on 
one fide of the cauſe, and ſleep 
on the other? I ſhall add but one 
word more: that this indecent 
floth is very much owing to that 
luxury and exceſs men uſually 
practiſe upon this day, by which 
Half the ſervice thereof is turned 
to fin; men dividing the time 
between God and their bellies, 
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when after a gluttonous meal, 
their ſenſes dozed and ſtupifi- 
ed, they retire to God's houſe 
to ſleep out the afternoon. Sure- 
ly, brethren, theſe things ought 


not ſo to be. 


| 8 * 
He that hath ears to hear, let him 
hear. And God give us all grace 
to hear and receive his holy word 


to the ſalvation of our own ſouls. 


THE END. 


